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The South 
Williamstown 
Market Returns 
March 11th

The South Williamstown Market is 
back again.  It will return Saturday, 
March 11, from 10am-1pm at the 
Second Congregational Church  
hall,  81 Hancock Road.

Lunch will be available and 
vendors will likely include: Sweet 
Brook Farm, Talus Wood Farm, 
East Mountain Farm, Chris's 
Kitchen, Yarnwork, Hancock Wood 
Turning, Silver Birch Jewelry, 
Memphremagog Studios,  
Mason-Airy Craft, Baked! Pastries 
and more.

Tree Lighting Was Festive
By Karen Charbonneau

The tree lights came on and Santa appeared right on time (cued by the 
carolers singing “Here Comes Santa Claus”) on December 10th,  when SWCA 
hosted its annual tree lighting event at the Store at Five Corners. Most of 
the carolers went into the Store after to warm up and to enjoy hot cider and 
delicious refreshments by Chef Corey.  Children visited with Santa to tell him 
their holiday wishes and played games and were provided with crayons and 
coloring sheets honoring Hanukkah and Kwanzaa as well as Christmas. This 
year marked the greatest turn out ever.  

See more photos from this event on the next page.

SWCA Winter Social February 16 
 
We hope to see you for some winter cheer at 
the SWCA Winter Social on 
Thursday, February 16, starting at 5:30pm at 
the ‘6 House Pub on Cold Spring Road. It’s 
cozy, there’ll be a cash bar, and SWCA will be 
hosting with free appetizers and finger food. 
 Everyone’s welcome!

Lighted Tree at night  - credit:  Barry Meneghelli
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Santa with child – Photo credit:  James Sylvia

Carolers Photos by Tamanika Steward
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A New Fire Station For Williamstown?        

In June 2021, at Town Meeting, Williamstown passed a resolution to pursue a 
net-zero greenhouse gas emissions goal by 2050  (in line with the state goal ). In 
2019, along with other town buildings, our fire station was evaluated by Municipal 
Resources Inc and failed on a number of issues relative to size, energy efficiency 
and not meeting OSHA and building codes. The town  was accordingly said to be at 
moderate to high level of risk of firefighter or civilian injury due to an inadequate and outdated fire station.

The need for a new facility was accepted by 
the town and the Fire District, a site was selected, 
and purchased, grants written, moneys approved, 
and architects and engineers picked. This project 
will be the first building project Williamstown 
has undertaken since the net-zero resolution was 
approved, and the Fire District has set the same goal 
for the Fire Station.

On November 9, all town residents of Williamstown 
were invited to a meeting held at the Williamstown 
Youth Center, co-sponsored by the Fire District 
Building Committee and the Cool Committee of 
Williamstown, to hear three members of the chosen 
design team tell what they would do to produce (in 
Building Committee member Jim Kolesar's words) “a 
safe, operationally strong and ultimately emission-
free building.” 

Chris Wante, of the architecture and design firm EDM, laid out the sustainability goals,viz, decarbonisation effort, site 
resiliency, 100% on-site renewable energy from photo voltaics and Green Certification of the finished structure by the 
International Living Future Institute (ILFI).

 
The image above is just one of many available at the Williamstown 
Fire District’s website at https://www.williamstownfiredept.org/ . 
Visit the website for more information about this project

The special Town 
Meeting to vote on 

the funding for 
this project is 

Tuesday, 
February 28, 

at 7:00pm at the 
Williamstown 
Elementary 

School.

Chris Schaffner, of The Green Engineer, explained in technical detail, 
how these goals could be reached, e.g.choice of building materials, a 
‘tight” building with reduced energy consumption, highly efficient heat 
pumps, etc.

Charlie LaBatt, civil engineer of Guntlow and Associates, spoke 
about the character of the site, the use of natural drainage as much as 
possible, with no underground infrastructure, possible uses of ground 
beneath solar arrays, replacement of green cover, etc.

Two Willinet recordings, for which we give many thanks, can be 
found on the Fire Department website, www.williamstownfiredept.org 
which will supply details of the November 9 meeting and a discussion 
of the needs of the modern fire station.

By Judith Summers
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SWCA Welcomes New Members      By Kathy McKnight

Libbie and David Poppick have recently moved from the NYC suburbs to Stone Hill Road and joined SWCA.  David 
had visited the area since the 1960s when his family had a weekend place in nearby Columbia County.  He was an 
early admirer of The Clark Art 
Institute and decided when 
the time was right, he hoped 
to live in Williamstown.  David 
and Libbie met while students 
at Northwestern University 
(another purple and gold 
school as he quickly noted!) 
and he introduced Libbie to 
the area.  They are the parents 
of three grown children: one 
son, a poet who works at the 
92 Y and lives in Brooklyn; and 
twins, a daughter,  a science 
journalist,  in Portland, Maine, 
who is working on a book 
about earth history; and 
another son, a professor of 
statistics at Carleton College, 
who lives in Minneapolis.  
Williamstown makes a nice, 
almost central location for all to gather as they did this past Thanksgiving.

David and Libbie loved the views from Stone Hill and in 2020 purchased the land which had belonged to the late 
Richard and Dee Scullin.  Before building their house, their builder deconstructed the original house, piece by piece, 
and arranged to have all the materials repurposed.  The original foundation and the lovely stone wall facing Mt. 
Greylock remain in place (as well as does “Stonehenge”).   

Libbie retired in 2018 after a career, first in consumer products and later, in the non-profit sector, working with a 
charitable foundation for disadvantaged children and then as a consultant in the field.   David, a corporate attorney, 
was granted a sabbatical from his law firm from 2015 to 2017 and, at age 61, joined the Peace Corps and was posted 
in the country of Georgia (a former Soviet Republic -- new language and new alphabet!).  David had been introduced 
to the Peace Corps in the 1960s when his older brother volunteered in Turkey, and he then visited there with him after 
graduating from high school.  David’s goal was to do something that would positively affect people in their individual 
lives while also experiencing a foreign culture.   And he did so with the full support of his law firm (where he remains 
as “Of Counsel”) and his family.  In addition to his regular Peace Corps assignments, he developed tutorials for college 
students and lawyers on employment skills, financial literacy and constitutional rights.  David hopes to meet some 
Williams students eventually who might be from the area where he served so he can warmly welcome them to the 
Berkshires and continue his language skills.

David and Libbie immediately stated that they have felt most welcome in Williamstown “with its natural beauty, 
wonderful neighbors, outdoor activities, many cultural and educational opportunities within a close radius, and warm 
people ready for a peaceful, rural existence.”  As Libbie stated, “When I pass Five Corners, drive up the hill and look out 
over that beautiful view, I know I am coming to my happy place.“   And I know many of us would agree with her!
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What’s New at The Store at Five Corners ?
Chef Corey Wentworth has new offerings at the Store at Five Corners. He has begun 

carrying a new line of New England based small-batch products. He reports that everyone 
who has tried the Wrap City potato chips thinks they’re the best chips ever. 

He has also added many new bakery items, including delicious new cakes by the slice.  
Scrumptious homemade soups and new Grab & Go entrees have already received great 
reviews.

Corey plans to host a variety of special events, including musical programs and readings, 
when his delicious food will be 
available for purchase. 

Be sure to check out the Store’s 
website at  
https://StoreAtFiveCorners.com  
and follow their Facebook Page at  
https://www.facebook.com/ 
storeatfivecorners for updates.

Rice noodles with vegetables and Pho broth

Do you have any historic or memorable 
photos of the Store (inside or out)?  The Store 
at Five Corners Stewardship Association is 
collecting images for a history project, drop 
them a line at info@storeatfivecorners.org

If the store parking 
lot is full, don’t panic, 
there’s more parking 
across the street at 
Bloedell park or just 
over the birdge at 
the Williasmtown 
Hisorical Museum
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Williamstown Historical Museum Raises a Barn

The Dolan-Jenks barn 
from Green River Road was 
painstakingly dismantled 
in 2021 and has now been 
restored and rebuilt on the 
grounds of the Williamstown 
Historical Museum.

It stands alongside another 
historic building -- the former 
South Center School.  Today, 
when you drive by the 
museum, you can admire the 
barn’s craftsmanship.  The 
1800s frame has massive 45 
foot beams, some dating 
from the late 1700s, all hand 
hewn.  Traditional methods of 
mortise and tenon were used 
to connect the beams. 

The museum is planning to hold educational programs and special events within the barn as an excellent 
resource.  Inside the barn there will be displays showcasing the history of New England agriculture.

                          By Karen Charbonneau
In January 2022, the Store at Five Corners Stewardship 

Association purchased the Store and immediately set 
to work renovating the historic building and seeking an 
operator to reopen and run the Store, which had been 
closed since 2020.  It has been quite a year! Not only has 
the Store been reopened and revived as a community 
hub under experienced chef Corey Wentworth, but 
significant improvements have been made inside and 
out - all thanks to the wonderful support from our 
community.

In recognition of our one-year anniversary of 
purchasing the store, the Stewardship Association is 
hosting a Community Celebration on Saturday, March 
4th from 3-5pm at the Store. Light refreshments will 
be served. The event will include drawing a winner of 
the beautiful community quilt on display at the Store. 
The hand-crafted quilt is a collaborative project among 
several local residents, generously facilitated by Karen’s 
Quilting Corner of Williamstown. 

Community Celebration of 
The Store At Five Corners - 
with Quilt Raffle on March 4th.

By Michael Nixon

Raffle tickets for the quilt ($5 each or $20 for five) are 
still available at the Store, Karen’s Quilting Corner, or 
by calling Karen Charbonneau at 413-458-9862.



South Williamstown Community Association Membership Form
Historical Preservation + Community + Neighborhood Voice 

Print and mail this form or join online at https://southwilliamstown.org/membership
 

I/We wish to join/renew our membership in SWCA for the year July 2022- June 2023.
You don’t have to live in South Williamstown to join SWCAYou don’t have to live in South Williamstown to join SWCA

Suggested dues are  

 $25/household $25
 Additional donation $_______  
 Total enclosed  $_______ 
Name(s)  ______________________________________________________________
Address  ______________________________________________________________
Phone     ______________________________________________________________
Email (used only for SWCA announcements):_______________________________________________
 ___  check here if you want to receive emails about other South Williamstown  news/events
Business Name: ________________________________________________________
  if your business is located in South Williamstown and you would like a link on our website

I would like to volunteer for an event or committee___________________

Mail to SWCA, PO Box 432, Williamstown, MA  01267
Email us at swca32@gmail.com. Visit our website at https://southwilliamstown.org/

SWCA is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Your dues 
and donations are tax-deductible and your cancelled 

check or email confirmation will be your receipt.

Get Involved in SWCA
Here are some ways you can do it. Would you like to: 

• Work on helping organize a community event.
• Write about South Williamstown history or local events for the newsletter
• Fix things at our Repair Cafés. 
• Track local land use issues or other topics of interest.
• Represent SWCA at community events like the Farmer’s Market.
• Post posters about our events around town 
• Tell your local friends and family about SWCA and point them to our website at  

https://southwilliamstown.org/
• Share news about our events with your friends or via e-mail, Facebook, etc. 

Or, maybe you have a good idea to suggest for something the South Williamstown Community Association should 
be doing as a 501(c)3 organization devoted to historical preservation, building community and being a neighborhood 
voice. 

Email us at swca32@gmail.com. Visit our website at https://southwilliamstown.org/
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Dates to Remember and Snippets of News About South Williamstown
February 16, 5:30pm     SWCA Winter Social.  Everyone’s Welcome.
                at the  ‘6 House Pub, 866 Cold Spring Rd

February 28, 7:00pm    Special Town Meeting to vote on the funding for the new fire station  
              at the Williamstown Elementary School. 115 Church St

March 4,  3-5pm            Community Celebration of Store At Five Corners - with Quilt Raffle 
               at The Store at Five Corners, 4 New Ashford Rd

March 11, 10am-1pm   South Williamstown Market  
              at Second Congregational Church Hall, 81 Hancock Rd

Dr. Frances Jones-Sneed, former resident of Hancock Road, was named one of four recipients of the 
2022 Governor’s Award in the Humanities in October “for excellence in scholarship and elevating under-
represented history in the Commonwealth.”

Green River Farms, all 244 acres of it, including greenhouses, a dairy barn, a 10-stall stable, a farm store/
cidery, and a two-bedroom farmhouse, is for sale for $2.75 million.  Adjoining The Store at Five Corners, it 
is the centerpiece of the South Williamstown viewshed, and most of it is preserved for agricultural use.

Bob and Pat Greenberg, of Oblong Road, have sold their house and moved to Damariscotta, Maine.  
Pat is a former president of SWCA.

Melanie Mowinski, on sabattical this 
year from MCLA, has been conducting 
workshops on collaging and Storey has 
published her book, “Collage Your Life: 
Techniques, Prompts, and Inspiration 
for Creative Self-Expression and Visual 
Storytelling.” For more information visit 
Melanie’s website at  
https://melaniemowinski.com/daily-practice/

Michael Gordon, a founder of Bang on 
a Can and part-time resident of Green 
River Road, composed “Travel Guide to 
Nicaragua,” performed by cellist Maya Beiser 
and the Crosssing chorus at Zankel Hall at 
Carnegie Hall in New York in November. The 
evening-length work, co-commissioned 
by Carnegie Hall, tells the story of Gordon’s 
family’s journey from Poland to Nicaragua, 
beginning with his grandfather and 
concluding with Gordon’s childhood in the 
jungle on the outskirts of Managua.

George Kennedy died on June 27 at the age 
of 96. He and his wife, Valerie, were part-time 
residents of Hancock Road. 


