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     Quilt Raffle
Over the winter of 2021-2022, a 

number of local residents put their 
talents and sewing machines to 
work participating in a collaborative 
project generously facilitated 
by Karen’s Quilting Corner of 
Williamstown. 

The now completed project is 
a quilt celebrating the Store at 
Five Corners. This gorgeous quilt 
measures 98” by 86” and is being 
raffled to support the on-going 
efforts of the Store at Five Corners 
Stewardship Association to enhance and preserve the building. 

This fall the quilt will be on display at the Store. Tickets will be available for $5 each or five for $20 at the Store 
at Five Corners and at Karen’s Quilting Corner. The lucky winner will be chosen this winter as the Stewardship 
Association celebrates its one-year anniversary of owning the Store.

For questions and more information about the Stewardship Association and quilt raffle, contact  
Karen Charbonneau at info@storeatfivecorners.org or 413-458-9862.
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(New) Kids on the Block: 
Children and Family Engagement in 
South Williamstown

If a school bus consistently shows up and makes periodic stops in the 
morning or late afternoon, chances are there are children somewhere in 
that neighborhood. While it is true that South Williamstown has an older 
population, we have a number of families with children who have recently 
moved to the area. We also have a number of existing families who have lived 
in town for years with children of varying ages. However, it is not always easy 
to know who lives where and how to get children and their families to engage 
with one another. Let’s change this! 

There is a great opportunity for South Williamstown children to gather 
periodically (or regularly!) to play, hang out, and/or enjoy our community’s 
activities and events. One thing that makes our community special is the 
willingness of our (older) neighbors to develop, maintain, and nurture 
community. If there is a need for a mother’s helper, babysitter, playdate, or 
other fun ways to interact we should be able to find those opportunities in our 
community. 

The combination of (new) family energy along with older residents’ support 
is important to help our children connect to our community and help them feel 
like the South Williamstown “village” is just as special as the Village north of us. 
If you are interested in offering me ideas about the best ways to get children 
and families connected, please let me know at tterrysteward@gmail.com.  
I’d love to hear from you!

Summer Reading Program Report
Through the ongoing support 
of the South Williamstown 
Community Association (SWCA), three elementary students received an 
opportunity to continue their targeted reading instruction throughout the 
2022 summer.  I was able to meet with each of these students in person two to 
three times per week in July, August, (and even the beginning of September) 
and was able to use the research based, multisensory program that I used 
during the school year to address the five components of reading: phonemic 
awareness, phonics, vocabulary, comprehension and fluency. 

These students maintained their reading skills from the spring. Most 
importantly, parents of all three students shared that their child enjoyed 
coming and was feeling more confident in their skills. Classroom teachers also 
report that these children are active members of the classroom and do not 
hesitate to participate in reading activities.  

Without doubt, these children benefited from their participation in the 
reading intervention program funded by  SWCA this summer. The children 
showed up with a smile, worked hard, and entered the school year feeling 
confident that they would succeed.  Thank you so much for the opportunity to 
work with these students over the summer! 

By Tamanika Terry Steward 

By Jill Pompi. Reading Specialist for Grades K-6 at
Williamstown Elementary School
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It’s a good time for an update about the efforts to 
preserve and enhance the historic Store at Five Corners 
– recently reopened and revived as a community hub 
and a wonderful market and café! The Store is now 
open Tuesdays – Saturdays 8am-7pm, and Sundays 9am 
-3pm.

As you may know, a new nonprofit organization 
known as The Store at Five Corners Stewardship 
Association purchased the Store in January 2022 and 
immediately set to work to preserve and enhance this 
252-year-old building. The Association also searched 
for a qualified operator to lease the property and 
operate the Store as their own independent business. 
Experienced chef Corey Wentworth has taken this 
helm, and the Store is already bustling under his able 
leadership. 

As the new owner of the property, SAFCSA’s work 
commenced with several high-priority projects, such 
as pouring a concrete floor in the basement, adding 
fire and security alarm systems, repairing the roof, 
preserving the wood floors, and making energy-saving 
improvements to the building’s infrastructure. 

Currently, the most visible work is along the front 
left of the building, where 
local contractors have been 
installing a new ramp for 
handicap access. While this 
work nears completion, 
please know that the Store 
will remain fully open and 
customers will always be 
able to access the Store’s 
main entrance!

At the start of the ramp 
project, SAFCSA learned 
that a nearby column 
needed replacing, and a 
new column has already 
been installed. These photos 
show the condition of the 
original column as well as 
the new column, plus the 

new ramp and hand railings. When this work is finalized 
(hopefully very soon), the ramp at the right side of the 
building will be removed, adding two new parking 
spaces. 

Given SAFSCA’s mission to preserve the Store for 
generations to come, we are committed to ensuring 
that this iconic building remains structurally sound, and 
not just attractive on the outside. 

To learn more about SAFCSA and join our mailing list for 
further updates, please go to storeatfivecorners.org . To 
learn more about Corey’s vision for the Store and menus, 
please go to the Store’s website at storeatfivecorners.com. 

In closing, SAFCSA would like to remind everyone that 
the main ingredient to the long-term success for any 
local business is a strong base of community support. 
We’re thrilled with the overwhelming support that Chef 
Corey and his team – and their GREAT FOOD – have 
already received. Of course, we also remain deeply 
grateful for the generous support of SAFCSA’s efforts to 
purchase the Store and immediately take on the several 
projects needed to preserve and enhance this beloved 
building.

What’s Happening at The Store at Five Corners? 
The Store is Open and Work Projects Continue!  

By Karen Charbonneau, President of The Store at Five Corners Stewardship Association (SAFCSA) 

Old column with decayed wood New column and new handicap ramp and railings.
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Beth Mottur and her dog Roxie moved to Hancock Road in July 
from Port Orford on the southern Oregon coast. Her connection 
to Williamstown dates back to her childhood. Her father, a 
scholarship student from Brooklyn, graduated from Williams in 
1957 and met her mother, who was at Skidmore, on a blind date.

“I grew up in Concord,” Beth said, “But my parents would come 
to Williamstown for football games or, in my Dad’s case, for alumni 
events. When I finished high school, I went West to college, drawn 
by a passion for mountains and skiing. I’ve worked mostly in 
healthcare, including home care for Senior and Disabled Services, 
and now I’m working as a lab collection specialist. My two brothers 
live in Rhode Island, so family’s not so far away.”

Williamstown residents have been watching the corner of Water 
Street and Main Street. In September, Provisions Williamstown was 
opened by Williamstown native and newly South Williamstown 
resident Peter MacGillivray. Provisions is that place to get a delicious 
bottle of wine, some cheese, maybe some locally sourced art and other 
beautiful things--all chosen with an eye towards the charm of our 
glorious town and region.

Peter grew up in Williamstown, but like many young people, left for 
college and other adventures, circling back to the area from time to 
time over the years. Recently, Peter began looking for a way to be in 
this enchanted place that we call home a bit more. When the corner 
spot on Water Street came up for auction, he drove out from Boston 
with check in hand and won the bid! He wasn’t sure what he was going 
to do with it. Barber shop? Coffee shop? Something else? Something 
else won when a license to sell beer and wine became available.

Many serendipitous things have happened along the path to the 
creation of Provisions. From the crisscrossing of past and present 
friendships and relationships to the house on Green River Road going 

on the market that is now the MacGillivray residence.  Peter will be back and forth to Boston, where his family is 
based—and will be looking forward to discovering the magic that happens here.

Provisions is located at 4 Water Street. The shop is open Wednesday – Sunday from 11 am – 6:30 pm. Learn more at 
https://www.provisionswilliamstown.com/ 

New People in the Neighborhood
By Melanie Mowinski



5South Williamstown Community Association

Matt Brogan and Kat Hand are the founders and co-
owners of Berkshire Cider Project. Located at Greylock 
Works, Berkshire Cider Project makes fine hard cider, 
inspired by the art, agriculture and community that 
makes our region so special.

Before starting the cidery, 
Matt worked for more than 
10 years as a theater planning 
and design consultant. He 
has worked on projects for 
Lincoln Center, The Anthem 
in Washington DC, Rice 
University and Williams 
College. Kat has a background 
in non-profit work and in 
corporate sustainability space, 
most recently, with HP Inc. 

Matt and Kat moved 
to Williamstown from 
Washington DC, after living 
in Brooklyn, NY for many 
years. They were looking 
for a location with beautiful 
landscapes and enough land 
to plant a small home orchard. They also fell in love with 
the area while they were planning their 2017 wedding -- 
which included a rehearsal dinner at Cricket Creek Farm 

and a ceremony and  party at Mass MoCA. They are 
beyond pleased to be setting up their home in South 
Williamstown.  
On October 20, Berkshire Cider Project is partnering 

with Mezze Bistro + Bar 
for a special fall dinner 
-- featuring a multi-
course menu, paired with 
several of their fine hard 
ciders. You can book a 
reservation at https://www.
mezzerestaurant.com/
berkshireciderproject/.  The 
menu will be available all 
evening, and Kat and Matt 
will be there to answer 
questions and share more 
about what they do. They 
hope to see many friends 
and neighbors there.  You 
can also visit Berkshire Cider 
Project at Greylock Works in 
North Adams.  Their tasting 
room/bottle shop is open 
Saturdays (11am-5pm), 
Sundays (11am-3pm) and 

Mondays (5-9pm). And, their ciders are for sale at shops 
and restaurants all around Berkshire County.

By Melanie Mowinski

A Good Porch Party Recipe
The recipe you asked for we actually got through 

Epicurious.com. As I mentioned, the chicken phyllo rolls 
are a bit involved, but as you know, well worth the effort! 
Since we got the recipe online, it seemed like that would 
probably be the best way to share them with others.  

The first recipe is for the phyllo rolls and the second 
is the dipping sauce. The only change we make is to 
substitute poppy seeds for the mustard seeds on top.

We make and freeze both the rolls and the sauce. As 
indicated in the recipe, you don’t even need to defrost 
the rolls when you want them, just brush with the egg 
wash and sprinkle with the poppy seeds before baking. 

https://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/moroccan-style-chicken-phyllo-rolls-108864
https://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/spiced-tomato-sauce-108899

By Denny Meneghelli
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Walking the Labyrinth
By Melanie Mowinski

In honor of the Fall Equinox, I hosted a gathering to walk the labyrinth I mow in our meadow. My labyrinth is 
based on the Chartres Cathedral labyrinth, a pattern I choose for its many twists and turns and grandeur.

What is a labyrinth? Labyrinths are different from mazes in that there is only one way in and out. There are no 
dead ends, or wrong turns, just a single path that turns and twists back and forth within a circle eventually end-
ing in the center. The only way out is back the way you came. Some have walls, others are like mine, a path paint-
ed, cultivated, or constructed on the ground or floor. The whys and ways to walk range from a path of penitence 
to playful games, or in the case of the Cretan Labyrinth, the Minotaur awaiting in the center.

The documented practice of walking the labyrinth as a form of meditation is a more recent development. Some 
see the labyrinth as a substitute for a pilgrimage when that kind of travel is impossible. I like to walk into the lab-
yrinth with an intention, a question, or an offering of prayer. And as I wind my way back and forth through the 
circuitous path, a conversation happens. I pause in the center, and then walk my way out. It is this sentiment that 
guided us on the Equinox when a small group of folks joined me for the walk, conversation, and refreshment. 



South Williamstown Community Association Membership Form
Historical Preservation + Community + Neighborhood Voice 

Print and mail this form or join online at https://southwilliamstown.org/membership
 

I/We wish to join/renew our membership in SWCA for the year July 2022- June 2023.

Suggested dues are  

 $25/household $25
 Additional donation $_______  
 Total enclosed  $_______ 
Name(s)  ______________________________________________________________
Address  ______________________________________________________________
Phone     ______________________________________________________________
Email (used only for SWCA announcements):_______________________________________________
 ___  check here if you want to receive emails about other South Williamstown  news/events
Business Name: ________________________________________________________
  if your business is located in South Williamstown and you would like a link on our website

I would like to volunteer for an event or committee___________________

Mail to SWCA, PO Box 432, Williamstown, MA  01267
Email us at swca32@gmail.com. Visit our website at https://southwilliamstown.org/

SWCA is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Your dues 
and donations are tax-deductible and your cancelled 

check or email confirmation will be your receipt.

Get Involved in SWCA
Here are some ways you can do it. Would you like to: 

• Work on helping organize a community event.
• Write about South Williamstown history or local events for the newsletter
• Fix things at our Repair Cafés. 
• Track local land use issues or other topics of interest.
• Represent SWCA at community events like the Farmer’s Market.
• Post posters about our events around town 
• Tell your local friends and family about SWCA and point them to our website at  

https://southwilliamstown.org/
• Share news about our events with your friends or via e-mail, Facebook, etc. 

Or, maybe you have a good idea to suggest for something the South Williamstown Community Association should 
be doing as a 501(c)3 organization devoted to historical preservation, building community and being a neighborhood 
voice. 

Email us at swca32@gmail.com. Visit our website at https://southwilliamstown.org/
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Dates to Remember and Snippets of News About South Williamstown

Friday, October 21   Eliza Edens at The Store at Five Corners. 7 PM
    Eliza Edens Band (indie folk-rock) with Collect Calls opening (singer-songwriter 
    collective). Info & tickets can be found here: https://bandsintown.com/e/103768175
Saturday, October 22 Harvest Turkey Supper at Second Congregational Church
    Dinners TO-GO.  Cost is $15  Pick up 5-6pm. Call (413) 458-4947 to place your order
    Turkey and gravy, stuffing, mashed potatoes, winter squash, roll, homemade pie

Store at Five Corners Operator Corey Wentworth wants you to know:  “We are continuing to work on providing a 
wider array of gluten free offerings and we are also serving hot soup now. Dinner specials are still up and running and 
will continue weekly. We are also in the midst of modifying our menu for the cooler months.”

We want to extend a special thanks to Mark Thaisz, Van Ellet and Wayne Olivieri (our grill cooks), shopper Cynthia 
Tykot and the wonderful bakers who plied their skills to the delectable creations that raised $470 for the 
Williamstown Food Pantry at the SWCA Bar-B-Q under the tent at Waubeeka Golf Links on August 22. Rain and 
thunder threatened, but the sun came out and so did a hundred people.

Hancock Road resident and former curator at the Isabella Steward Gardner Museum in Boston, Nathaniel Silver is 
the new Executive Director/CEO of Hancock Shaker Village.

Green River Road part-time resident Julia Wolfe’s oratorio about woman suffrage, “Her Story,” was premiered by the 
Nashville Symphony in September.

Esther Bell of Oblong Road has been promoted to Deputy Director of The Clark Art Institute 

Bookshop.org is an alternative to ordering books from Amazon. You can specify Chapter Two (the used book store 
on Spring Street operated by the Friends of the Library) to receive a percentage of the cost of your book.

Anne Frederick de Gersdorff, died July 4 at her residence at Sweetwood at the age of 92.

Michael Deep, owner of Waubeeka Golf Links, died August 20 at Bay State Medical Center in Springfield at the age of 73.

John “Jack” Dietz died suddenly on August 13 at the Vermont Veterans Home in Bennington at the age of 84.

Another Successful Repair Café 
Wonderful volunteer fixers at Repair Cafe, co-sponsored by SWCA and Rural Lands 

Foundation at Sheep Hill on September 24 
sewed, darned, sharpened, glued, and renewed 
more things than we could count. Here are a few 
photos of the day’s activities.

Photo credit: Robin Sears


