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Sound the
Alarm
If you own and live in a house
built before 1974, you are eligible to have smoke alarms installed in your home for free by
the American Red Cross.
All you have to do is call 1-800746-3511 to make an appointment. Hard-wired smoke
alarms are not eligible for
replacement.

Volume 2022, No. 1

Repair Cafe Saturday, May 14
Bring your “fixables” to Repair Cafe, co-sponsored by SWCA and Williamstown Rural Lands at Sheep Hill, 671 Cold Spring Road (Route 7) Saturday,
May 14, from 1-4pm.
Our volunteer fixers will be standing by to do small electrical repairs, blade
sharpening, costume jewelry, leather and furniture repairs and darning and
sewing. There’ll be refreshments and computer experts, too, and we are
continuing to partner with the BagShare Project to make reusable shopping
bags. There will be refreshments.
Repair Cafe is free, although donations are accepted. It’s all about helping
our neighbors and helping our planet.

Fishing Derby at Wendling Farm
on May 21
Averill Cook who has been organizing the
Fred Windover Memorial Fishing Derby
at Wendling Farm, 753 Oblong Road, for
many years now says,

“Calling all kids, it looks like we’re on for the
fishing derby Saturday, May 21, from 9am-1pm.
Bring your fishing poles. We’ll have some spares
if you don’t have one.”
News From South Williamstown
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A Quilt to
Support the
Store by Alison Case
Calling all sewers, quilters, and
crafters! Would you be willing
to contribute to our Community
Quilt for the Store at Five Corners
Stewardship Association? We’re
looking for 32 volunteers to create
two 12.5” x 12.5” squares each,
making use of our two vintage
print signature fabrics, plus any
other fabrics you wish. The blocks
can be in any style, machine or
hand stitched, patchwork or applique, or any combination thereof.

The Store at Five Corners Stewardship Association has been hard
at work completing repairs to the
basement, attic, and roof as well as
making important energy saving
improvements to the building. Stay
tuned for updates!
To donate, volunteer or learn more
go to https://storeatfivecorners.org.

If you’re interested, please stop by Karen’s Quilting Corner at 728 Cold
Spring Rd to buy a pre-cut bundle of the signature fabrics & instructions
for a $10 donation and sign up with your name and contact information.
The signature fabrics have been generously donated by Karen’s Quilting
Corner, and Karen has also very generously volunteered to machine-quilt
the finished product.

Contribute to the next
SWCA Newletter, due out
by June 30, 2022.
Email suggestions or
articles to
swca32@gmail.com
Find SWCA on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/
South-Williamstown-CommunityAssociation-1684158335160201/
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Example quilt square by Alison Case

Our Store at Five Corners is Coming Back,
Here are Some Memories of its Past
In the digital archives of the Williamstown Historical
Museum (williamstownhistoricalmuseum.org) there
is an undated sepia photograph
of the Store at Five Corners.
Probably taken from the steps
of the old Greylock Institute, the
viewer’s eye is guided through
a veil of elm branches, past the
powdery star of connecting
carriage roads, to a faint image
of the Store in the last century. In
2011 our neighbors Gina Rouse
and the late Sam Edgerton wrote
a delightful history of the Store (southwilliamstown.
org/history-of-the-store-at-five-corners/). At the
time, the Store was for sale and a group of South
Williamstown residents were working earnestly to
purchase it.
The fondness for the Store at Five Corners runs deep.
Since its earliest construction as a tavern in 1767,
the Store has changed to fit the times, steadfastly
anchoring the southern entrance to Williamstown. In
the earliest days as Sloan’s Tavern, it served travelers en
route from Bennington through the Housatonic Valley
to Connecticut -- a major trade route. History was built
in its bones. Many local farmers gathered there to join
forces in the coming Revolution. In the early 1800’s,
Nathan Rossiter managed the tavern followed by John
Jordan who expanded the room capacity adding the
second story sometime between 1830-65. Following
Reconstruction it hosted many families visiting sons
at the boys’ academy across the way. In 1905 the Store
was sold to Thomas Steele. It would remain in the
Steele family until the mid-1980’s.
Looking through the digitized photos, there is
another image taken from the bottom
of Sloan Road at the intersection of
Route 43. Here there are gas pumps
and a small outbuilding at the
southern end of the parking lot. The
elms are gone, the boys’ school also
a memory, the major road (Route
7) widened for automobile traffic in
1920, and the Store moved back into
its current location. In addition to gas
pumps, the Steele family, in friendly

by Mindy Hackner
Photos courtesy of the
Williamstown Historical Museum

competition with the neighboring Phelps family, wanted
to provide pantry staples and dry goods for local families
and folks traveling through. A tavern
no longer, it became a real store with
the Steeles living upstairs. In another
photo rocking chairs adorn the porch,
and I would bet a pot-bellied stove
warmed the inside on chilly New
England days. This is the Store of our
collective memory.
Since 1985 the Store has struggled,
been reimagined and reborn -- often
with relative success and always with hard work and
affection. The Shatkens created a trendy deli and bakery.
The shelves were stocked with essentials interspersed with
gourmet cheese and wine. A visit to the Store during these
years often led to pleasant encounters with neighbors and
a chance to catch up on local news. Things were much
the same when Meddy (Meredith Woodyard) and Tom
(Masone) took ownership in 1998.
The sale of the Store to Frank Lewis in 2009 resulted in
some significant changes. The old tavern annex, serving as
a private residence, was demolished. A new playground
marks that memory. The Store was adjoined to the Green
River Farm in a single operation.
In 2020, the Coronavirus pandemic upended everyone’s
life. The Store closed that summer and remained shuttered
until six board members of the South Williamstown
Community Association formed a new organization with
the intent to buy. Using SWCA as a fiscal sponsor until
non-profit status is granted, the “Store at Five Corners
Stewardship Association” launched a successful fundraising
campaign. Part of their dream was realized with the
January 27, 2022 purchase of the building. Fundraising
continues to build an endowment to cover repairs and
maintenance of the historic building
and on-going expenses while the
Stewardship seeks to lease it to an
operator for a late spring or early
summer opening.
To support this community
grassroots movement readers are
encouraged to visit the Stewardship
website https://storeatfivecorners.
org/ for the latest information.

South Williamstown Community Association
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Next Household
Hazardous Waste
Collection is April 23

History: A Conversation About
Stories Told, Revised and Untold
This is the title of a panel discussion presented by the
Williamstown Historical Museum Saturday, April 9,
from 11am to noon in the Community Room at the
Milne Public Library.

Linda Cernik of the Northern Berkshire Solid Waste
District reports that pre-registration is required for
the next Household Hazardous Waste Collection, Sat- Featured panelists will be:
urday, April 23, 2022, 9am to 1pm at Town of Adams
DPW garage, 92 North Summer St, Adams. Pre-regDr. Frances Jones-Sneed, MCLA Professor Emerita,
istration is open April 5 to April 21 or until at capaciHistory and Political Science;
ty. It is open to all 13 member towns, To pre-register
Kathleen Morris, Marx Director of Exhibitions and
call (413) 743-8208 or email lcernik@nbswmd.com.
Curator of Decorative Arts at the Clark Art Institute;
You will be given a specific time slot for the collecand Thomas Ostheimer, history teacher at Mount
tion.
Greylock Regional School.
Charles B. Dew, Ephraim Williams Professor of AmerSaturday, May 21, is Community paper shredding day
ican History, Emeritus, and advisor to Tredegar Naat Town of Adams DPW garage, 92 Summer Street in
tional Civil War Center, Richmond, VA, will moderate
Adams, 9am-noon. There is no registration required
the panel and the question/answer session to follow.
for this event. You just need to show up. There is
a limit of five boxes per household and there is no
charge. Any donation made will go back to Northern
Berkshire Solid Waste Management District for addiAfter two years of semi-isolation due to Covid and a
tional recycling opportunities. You can always check
long, dark winter, spring holds special promise. We
under special collections at www.nbswmd.com.
are fortunate, of course, to be living in Williamstown,
a special place of amazing natural beauty that re-enerAs of November 1, 2022, textiles no longer can be
gizes and refreshes.
disposed of in our household trash. Textile recyling
bins are now located at our Town landfill. All dry
Sunny days will provide great opportunities reconnect
clothing, linens and shoes are acceptable unless they
with one another socially. It will be wonderful to feel
contain mold. They do not need to be in wearable
relaxed about having our neighbors over again for
condition.
drinks and or dinner, especially without masks. People are excited about seeing their neighbors again, or
welcoming a new family.

Porch Party Time!

Since SWCA is about building and strengthening
community, we are encouraging local residents to
think about hosting small, informal “porch parties” at
their homes this year. Some SWCA members are currently thinking about ways that we as an organization,
or individually, can promote and support such activities in the coming year. Let the fun begin!
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If interested in helping, or possibly hosting or participating, please contact Van and Claudia Ellet at 413458-3655.

Williamstown Has Launched New Comprehensive Plan
Williamstown has launched a new Comprehensive
Plan. The plan will address the long-term vision of
the community -- land use policy, housing, economic development, environmental sustainability, transportation, open space and recreation, municipal
infrastructure, and diversity, equity and inclusion.
The Town has hired Resilience Planning and Design
LLC of New Hampshire to lead the project. The cost
is $179,000 for a two-year process. These professionals will guide our Comprehensive Plan Steering
Committee, co-chaired by elected Planning Board
members Stephanie Boyd and Peter Beck. They’ll be
aided by appointed Steering Committee members:
Justin Adkins, Susan Briggs, Melissa Cragg, Don
Dubendorf, Sarah Gardner, Dan Gura, Susan Puddester, Tanja Srebotnjak and Huff Templeton.
We have been implementing the previous plan for
20 years. It was created in 2002, and titled at that
time “The Master Plan for Williamstown, MA.”
Many infrastructure accomplishments we now have
were only projections in 2002. Think about Cable Mills Housing, 330 Cole Avenue (formerly the
PhoTech site), Habitat for Humanity housing, the
bike path, preservation and conservation of open
spaces, the rebuild of the water system at the bottom
of Spring Street, the extension of the River Walk,
“flashers” at crosswalks on Main Street and new
street lighting for lower glare and lower cost and
energy use.
What about our neighborhood? In South Williamstown, our zone is RR2 (Rural Residence 2) and it
includes farms, hiking trails and orchards with bee
hives. As land use changes are proposed, consider
the projects you wish to see here in the future. It’s
important to pay attention.
The Comprehensive Plan, which kicked off in
January, is expected to take 18-24 months to complete. It is organized in three phases: “Analyze,”
already in process, includes a deep dive into current
conditions. “Envision,” expected to commence in
July and run through October, considers our town’s
future, its opportunities and its challenges. “Write
the Plan” is expected to commence in October and

run through May. Community input is important
to the Plan’s success. The Steering Committee meets
as a group with the consultants on the first Tuesday
of each month from 7-9pm. So far these meetings
are held by Zoom and televised on Willinet (replays
available). Community input is invited at all of these
meetings and will be particularly important in the
second “Envision” phase.
Andrew Groff, Williamstown’s full-time Planner/Advisor, is Town Hall’s point person serving on the The
Comprehensive Plan Committee. Visit the website to
learn more, share ideas, and participate in the plan
Naming Contest.
https://resilience.mysocialpinpoint.com/williamstown-comprehensive-plan/home
To stay connected, sign up for the newsletter. https://
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdrc1Ji01mkFJYgH2JGHc8w5YDQN2Je_4hdCSd-ly4IPfZRg/
viewform
Email Contact is CPSteering@WilliamstownMA.gov

What is a Comprehensive Plan?
A Comprehensive Plan is an official,
long-range planning document that
guides future growth, land use, and
development while protecting the
Town’s character. It serves as a foundation for public policy, programs,
land use decisions, capital improvements, and infrastructure upgrades
across the community. The Plan
aims to build a bright and vibrant
future for the whole community.
South Williamstown Community Association
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Welcome to Our New Neighbors:
Daryle and Alison Bost					

submitted by Carolyn Umlauf

Tell us a little about yourselves: We moved to
Williamstown from Charlotte, NC, about eight
years ago. Daryle was working in the client
development and sales department of a large
law firm based in North Carolina when he was
recruited by some colleagues from a previous
job to come work in development at Williams
College. He currently serves as Associate Vice
President for Presidential Advancement.
Upon moving to Williamstown, Alison continued to work as the Deputy General Counsel of
the US side of a large law firm based in North
Carolina with offices on the East Coast, Texas,
California and in the UK. She worked remotely – even before the pandemic – and traveled
extensively to the firm’s various offices. Alison
retired at the end of 2020 and is loving relaxing
into her retirement.
Our dog Walter is a Ridgeback/Lab mix who
loves to go on walks at Mount Hope and meet
other dogs and their humans.
Where are each of you from originally?
Daryle was born in North Carolina but moved
before he was one and grew up on Long Island.
He went to boarding school in Connecticut
and then college in North Carolina, where he
and Alison met. Alison was born and raised in North Carolina.
Daryle, what excites you about your position at Williams? I tell everyone I have the best job on campus. I
help drive the College’s strategic priorities and engage with the top donors and prospects for the College. I also
am fortunate to be responsible for engaging our international alumni, parents and friends of the College and get
to travel the world meeting with our incredible constituents.
What do you enjoy doing in your spare time? We both love the outdoor activities available in the Berkshires –
hiking, snowshoeing and cross country skiing. Daryle is a downhill skier and a regular at Jiminy Peak. He also
plays golf at Taconic regularly in the summer. Alison does a lot of yoga and is a fair weather runner. We also
love hosting friends at our house for good food and cocktails, and we look forward to completing our kitchen
renovation so that we can do more of that.
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Get Involved in SWCA
Here are some ways you can do it. Would you like to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Work on helping organize a community event.
Write about South Williamstown history or local events for the newsletter
Fix things at our Repair Cafés.
Track local land use issues or other topics of interest.
Represent SWCA at community events like the Farmer’s Market.
Post posters about our events around town
Tell your local friends and family about SWCA and point them to our website at
https://southwilliamstown.org/
• Share news about our events with your friends or via e-mail, Facebook, etc.
Or, maybe you have a good idea to suggest for something the South Williamstown Community Association should
be doing as a 501(c)3 organization devoted to historical preservation, building community and being a neighborhood
voice.

Email us at swca32@gmail.com. Visit our website at https://southwilliamstown.org/

South Williamstown Community Association Membership Form
Historical Preservation + Community + Neighborhood Voice

Print and mail this form or join online at https://southwilliamstown.org/membership
I/We wish to join/renew our membership in SWCA for the year July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022.

Suggested dues are
SWCA is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Your dues
$25/household
$25
and
donations are tax-deductible and your cancelled
Additional donation $_______
check or email confirmation will be your receipt.
Total enclosed
$_______
Name(s) ______________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________
Phone

______________________________________________________________

Email (used only for SWCA announcements):_______________________________________________
___ check here if you want to receive emails about other South Williamstown news/events
Business Name: ________________________________________________________
		
if your business is located in South Williamstown and you would like a link on our website
I would like to volunteer for an event or committee___________________
Mail to SWCA, PO Box 432, Williamstown, MA 01267
Email us at swca32@gmail.com. Visit our website at https://southwilliamstown.org/
South Williamstown Community Association
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Snippets of News About South Williamstown
•
•
•

Eiko Maruko Siniawer, of Hancock Road, has been named Provost of Williams College.
Fresh bread from Earth Sky Time Bakery in Manchester is available at Sweet Brook Farm Store, 207 Woodcock
Road, on Wednesdays.
Linda Hughes White passed away on March 12. She was a long-time resident of Oblong Road and the wife of
Eric White.

Calendar

April 17
7am Second Congregational Church Sunrise Easter service at Mount Hope
			
(Meet at 6:45 at Church to drive to Mount Hope)
9am Easter Service in person at Second Congregational Church
April 23 9am-1pm
Household Hazardous Waste Collection, Adams DPW Garage, 92 Summer St. Adams
			
(You must pre-register – see article in this newsletter.)
April 30 9am-12pm Litter Pick Up Day. Pick up trash bags at Bloedel Park at Five Corners.
May 10 		Town Election
May 14
1-4pm Repair Café, at Sheep Hill, 671 Cold Spring Road
May 14 		Williamstown Farmers Market opens for season at Spring Street parking lot,
			
Saturdays, 9am-1pm, through October 22.
May 17 		Williamstown Town Meeting
May 21			
Free Paper Shredding sponsored by Northern Berkshire Solid Waste Management District,
			
Adams DPW Garage, 92 Summer St., Adams.		
July 23		
1pm Green River Cleanup Walk in collaboration with Hoosic River Watershed Association
South Williamstown Community Association
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