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Margaret Hart Will be Part of Video Tour 
Celebrating Local Notable Women By Bette Craig

I didn’t know that 
Margaret Hart was 
depicted on Faith 
Ringgold’s quilt, 100 
Years at Williams 
College – 1889-1989, 
until Dusty Griffin 
mentioned it in his 
November lecture 
on the Chadwell 
Family.  Williams 
College Museum of 
Art commissioned 
it to mark the 100th 
anniversary of the 
graduation of its first Black student, Gaius Charles Bolin.  George Chadwell 
graduated in 1900 and he’s depicted on the quilt.

Margaret Hart, is there, center right.  She was an important resource to 
Faith Ringgold when she was creating the quilt, filling her in on the role 
played by members of the local Black community in offering support and 
refuge to the few Black Williams students in the days when they didn’t find 
accommodation on campus.  The quilt resides in Williams Schow Science 
Library (now closed to the general public because of Covid restrictions).

Margaret Hart, who was one of the first students of color to graduate from 
North Adams State Normal School (now MCLA) in 1935, was profiled by Dr. Frances Jones-Sneed in a talk she gave 
at a SWCA Annual Meeting in 2016.  She’ll be part of the video tour of notable local women being produced by the 
Northern Berkshire Suffrage Centennial Coalition and Willinet. This project is supported by a grant from the Fund for 
Williamstown of the Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation.

Another discovery of great interest to me was finding that Allison Davis, a social anthropologist also depicted on 
the quilt who is quoted extensively in Isabel Wilkerson’s book Caste, was a 1924 graduate of Williams College. The 
Davis Center is named for him and his younger brother, John, who also graduated from Williams. The Davis Center is 
the Williams College Multicultural Center established in 1989 following student protests calling for more diversity.
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HooRWA, SWCA, &  the Green River

I’d like to update my South Williamstown neighbors on the activities of the 
Hoosic River Watershed Association in our little corner of the watershed.  Many 
of you are already aware of our efforts to remediate a former town landfill on 
the Green River east of the Hart’s garage.  This project is an exemplary model 
of how communities can work with the watershed association to identify and 
mitigate problems on the river.    

SWCA’s Wayne Olivieri brought the abandoned landfill to our attention 
and HooRWA  enlisted the Town of Williamstown and the Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection to address it.  In the last year, much 
surface debris has been removed and a plan is in place to contain the debris 
still in the banks.  In the meantime, SWCA and HooRWA have held several 
clean-up days to remove the most obvious and dangerous trash in the river. 

Overall, the Green River’s health is on the mend.  HooRWA’s  Executive 
Director Steve McMahon has won a grant from the state to monitor the river 
with the goal of having it removed from the Impaired list.  The reclassification 
by MA DEP won’t take place until 2022; however, HooRWA will continue 
testing the river.  One wrinkle in this process is that our monitoring has shown 
worrisome E. coli contamination from outflow pipes just before the river turns 
east at the Linear Park playground.  HooRWA is working with the college and 
the town to find the source of this pollution.  Christmas Brook?  Sewer pipes?  
Storm water runoff?   Contamination at this spot is particularly concerning 
since the pools below the playground have become popular swimming holes 
despite HooRWA’s warning signs.  

I hope you have heard that HooRWA has received funding to construct a 
trail along the river from the playground area to Walley Bridge.  We held a 
wonderful art show there in September, including contributions from  Joan 
Dix Blair, Julia Morgan and Deb Burns.  With this area becoming a popular 
destination for Williamstown recreation, it has become even more urgent to 
see that Green River is restored to full health.  

You can find out more 
information at the Hoosic 

River Watershed Association
http://HooRWA.org

By John Case, HooRWA Board Member
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The Williamstown Farmers Market created a successful online pre-order operation this season in response to the 
coronavirus crisis.  Its five-month run with Saturday pickups at the Williamstown Youth Center parking lot met the 
needs of vendors and the community.

A highlight of the market this year was its new Community Essentials initiative that solicited donations on its online 
portal.  Generous contributions by members of the community were enhanced by matching funds from Berkshire 
Health Systems and Berkshire United Way.  This 
allowed for weekly food purchases for local 
food pantries while supporting local farmers.  
Even after the official close of the market in 
October, several farmers continued to supply 
weekly items purchased with the donations.

Volunteers from St. John’s Episcopal Church 
Outreach Committee transported donations 
to food pantries in Williamstown and North 
Adams.  Volunteer Charles Bonenti said, “St. 
John’s is very grateful to the Williamstown 
Farmers Market, one of our outreach partners, 
for the extra bounty this year that provided the 
food pantries with highly desirable items like 
fresh tomatoes.  Formerly, we picked up what 
was left over when the market closed.”

For those still wanting to make food 
donations, the Williamstown Food Pantry 
accepts non-perishable food items at St. 
Patrick’s Church at 53 Southworth Street 
(Parish House) where the lobby is open 
for donations.  Please leave them on the 
cart between the sets of doors.  The office 
number for the pantry is 458-4946.  There is 
also a Facebook page, which may indicate 
needed items:  https://www.facebook.com/
williamstownfoodpantry/.

In North Adams, the Friendship Center food 
pantry accepts donations on Wednesdays 
before 9am.  It is located at 45 Eagle Street.  
Its Facebook page can be found at Northern 
Berkshire Interfaith Action Initiative Al Nelson 
Friendship Center https://friendshipfoodpantry.org.

Charles Bonenti  picking up weekly donations from the Williamstown Farm-
ers Market Community Essentials Initiative.  Photo credit:  MaryEllen Meehan 
Byrne

Neighbors Helping Neighbors By MaryEllen Meehan Byrne
By John Case, HooRWA Board Member
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Land transactions can take a long time to 

consummate.  A landowner may be reluctant to part 
with a property that has been in the family for many 
years.  Negotiations can be tedious. Then, with an 
agreement in place, due diligence is needed – an 
appraisal, a title examination, an environmental 
conditions report, a survey. Through it all, patience is a 
virtue.

 Anne Tiffany, of Old Mill Road, has the long view.  
She discussed conserving part of her land off Hancock 
Road with my predecessor at Williamstown Rural Lands, 
Leslie Reed Evans.  Anne and I have continued the 
conversation and have now agreed to protect nearly 15 
acres of her property.

The land possesses many qualities that recommend 
its protection. The property has 1,800 feet of frontage 
on the West Branch of the Green River, plus a similar 
amount of frontage on a tributary. The forested river 
banks shade the river and keep it cool, perfect for the 
trout and other species that like cold water.

In 2018, WRLF protected over 80 acres directly across 
the river.  Anne’s tract connects this tract, now known as 
the West Branch Preserve, with an adjacent protected 
property owned by Anne and Greg Islan. Contiguous 
conserved land makes better wildlife habitat.

During our negotiations, Anne has relied on the advice 
of a distant relative with whom she has reconnected in 
recent years.  It turns out that Brad Wakeman, Managing 
Director and Chief Operating Office in the Investment 
Office at Williams College, has experience in reviewing 
land protection projects for The Trustees of Reservations, 
where he serves as a volunteer on their Lands 
Conservation Committee.  Anne and Brad regularly 
enjoy dinner together and discuss the details of the 
effort to preserve her land.  Anne generously intends to 
donate the 15-acre parcel to Rural Lands.

To encourage such gifts, the state established the 
Conservation Land Tax Credit (CLTC) program in 2012. 
The CLTC program recognizes and rewards landowners 
who donate a real property interest either outright, or 
through a Conservation Restriction. The donation must 

Conserving Land
permanently protect an important natural resource such 
as forest land that is in the public’s interest. The donor(s) 
are provided a tax credit of 50% of the donation value, up 
to the $75,000 max.  A backlog of CLTC projects state-
wide will delay the closing of the Tiffany transaction 
until 2022. 
Remember what 
they say about 
patience….

For more 
information about 
Williamstown Rural 
Lands Foundation 
visit https://wrlf.
org/

By David McGowan, Executive Director, 
Williamstown Rural Lands Foundation

Where Are They Now 
and What Are They 
Doing?            
    By Carolyn Umlauf

Here’s our latest update on children who grew up in 
South Williamstown.  For this issue, I’ve reached out to 
Alice Hadley and Dave Richardson and Barbara Winslow, 
neighbors across the street from each other on Hancock 
Road.

Amelia and Wes Richardson:
Amelia attended Dickinson College and graduated 

in 2010 with a BS in German.  Shortly after, she decided 
to pursue a post-baccalaureate degree in nursing and 
graduated with a BSN degree from UMass Amherst in 
2013.  She spent 3 years working as an RN at Dartmouth-
Hitchcock Hospital and then began an extended stint 
as a travel nurse working in a range of facilities around 
the country, including hospitals in New Hampshire, 
Burlington, VT, Fargo and Bismarck North Dakota, 
Tucson, AZ, and Milwaukee, WI.  At the beginning of 
the pandemic she treated recovering Covid-19 patients 
at the DCU Center in Worcester, MA; currently she is 
working at Harborview Hospital in Seattle, WA.    
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Repair Café Book
Well, we’ve already missed 

our spring and fall Repair Cafés, 
but you’ll be happy to hear that 
there’s now a Repair Café book.  
It’s called Repair Revolution:  
How Fixers Are Transforming 
Our Throwaway Culture by John 
Wackman and Elizabeth Knight, 
published by New World Library.  
John Wackman helped found a 
Repair Café in New Paltz, NY in 
2013.  SWCA’s first Repair Café, 
co-sponsored by the Williamstown 
Rural Lands Foundation was in 
2016, and we’ve been doing it twice a year ever since 
before the pause occasioned by Covid-19.

We’ve discovered with our participation in Repair Café 
that there are a lot of people out there with wonderful 
skills who truly enjoy fixing things and hearing the stories 
of the objects that are meaningful to us.  We’ve kept a lot of 
things out of the landfill and it’s also been fun.  Lamp repair 
has been a leader in popularity for us as it has been across 
the nation according to Wackman and Knight.

Repair Revolution explores the philosophy and wisdom 
of repairing, as well as the Right to Repair movement.

Snippets of News About South Williamstown
Williamstown Historical Museum will present a 
talk on the 1918 flu epidemic by Dusty Bahlman 
on Saturday, January 16, at 11am.

Waubeeeka Golf Links, which had its best 
season since opening, now offers three electric 
vehicle charging stations in its parking lot.

Margaret Hart Talk by Dr. Frances Jones-Sneed 
– You can see it on Willinet at this link:
https://www.willinet.org/shows/search/Marga-
ret+Hart%20talk/.

Celebrating Phoebe Jordan’s First Vote Video 
on Willinet at this link:
https://www.willinet.org/shows/search/The+-
Women%20are%20Coming%20to%20Vote/

Wes studied sciences and film at Colby College, 
graduating with a BS in Biology in 2013.  He then 
pursued his passion for film making by working 
for National Geographic on a pair of television 
productions—one shot in Vermont and the other 
in Louisiana.  Since 2015 he has worked as both 
Outreach Director and Associate Producer for Kikim 
Media of Menlo Park, CA, assisting in the production 
of short documentary films with science and social 
science subjects.

Jessie and Samantha Winslow:
When the Winslows moved to 924 Hancock Road 

in 1990, one of the first families they met were the 
Umlaufs. Samantha and Anne fed the Merselis’ lambs 
and Jessie, Pearse and Samantha played softball. 
Today, Jessie, married to Mark Frank and the mother 
of Teddy (4 ½) and Cornelia (1 ½), is an 8th grade 
Social Studies teacher in the Lincoln Sudbury MA 
school system.  Her son Teddy loves to walk in Bette 
Craig’s woods. Samantha lives with her partner Ben 
in Milwaukee, WI. She is a writer and public school 
teacher advocate and organizer. When they come to 
visit with their dog Biscuit, they also love to walk in 
Bette Craig’s woods.

Anne Tiffany, who just celebrated her 91st birthday, is 
recuperating from a broken femur at Williamstown Com-
mons.

Dorothy Reinke, a resident of Sweetwood featured in a 
recent SWCA newsletter, marked her 101st birthday on 
December 10.

Paula Pomerantz, mother of South Williamstown’s Dr. 
David Pomerantz, died on December 1 at the age of 83.

If you have any news of note or 
upcoming events to add to 

our next issue let us know at 
swca32@gmail.com



South Williamstown Community Association Membership Form
Historical Preservation + Community + Neighborhood Voice 

Print and mail this form or join online at https://southwilliamstown.org/membership
 

I/We wish to join/renew our membership in SWCA for the year July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021.
 
Suggested dues are  

 $25/household $25
 Additional donation $_______  
 Total enclosed  $_______ 
Name(s)  _____________________________________________________
Address  _____________________________________________________
Phone     _____________________________________________________
Email (used only for SWCA announcements):_______________________________________________
 ___  check here if you want to receive emails about other South Williamstown  news/events
Business Name: ________________________________________________
  if your business is located in South Williamstown and you would like a link on our website

I would like to volunteer for an event or committee___________________

Mail to SWCA, PO Box 432, Williamstown, MA  01267
Email us at swca32@gmail.com. Visit our website at https://southwilliamstown.org/

Thank you!

SWCA is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.  Your dues 
and donations are tax-deductible and your cancelled 

check or email confirmation will be your receipt.

Get Involved in SWCA
Here are some ways you can do it. Would you like to: 

• Work on helping organize a community event.
• Help plan our celebrating woman suffrage project
• Write about South Williamstown history or local events for the newsletter
• Fix things at our Repair Cafés. 
• Track local land use issues or other topics of interest.
• Represent SWCA at community events like the Farmer’s Market.
• Post posters about our events around town 
• Tell your local friends and family about SWCA and point them to our website at  

https://southwilliamstown.org/
• Share news about our events with your friends or via e-mail, Facebook, etc. 

Or, maybe you have a good idea to suggest for something the South Williamstown Commu-
nity Association should be doing as a 501(c)3 organization devoted to historical preserva-
tion, building community and being a neighborhood voice. 

Email us at swca32@gmail.com. Visit our website at https://southwilliamstown.org/

6 South Williamstown Community Association


