
I N  T H I S  I S S U E

South Williamstown Community Association
April 2026 Volume 2026, No. 1

NEWS FROM

South Williamstown

1https://southwilliamstown.org

Promoting community, historical preservation and 
neighborhood building for Williamstown and surrounding locales.

Repair Café......................................  1
SWCA Spring Social...................  1
SWCA Community Survey.......2
Message from President ........ 2
Store at Five Corners.................. 3
Repair Cafe in the B.................... 4
Harvest Brunch............................... 4
Fishing Derby................................... 4
Tree Lighting ................................... 5
Hart Landfill ....................................  6
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle........... 6
Farmers To You.............................. 7
Sweetwood Events....................... 8
Fall Hikes............................................. 9
Michelle Thaisz...............................10
SWCA Membership ......................11
Upcoming Events .........................12

Save The Date - SWCA Spring Social & Silent Auction
Tuesday, April 28th - 6 pm - 8 pm

Location: Waubeeka Country Club
We'll send more details about this event soon, including a 'catalog' of  silent auction items
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A Message from the President: 
Strengthening Our Common Ground

As the winter frost finally softens into the promise of  spring, I find myself
reflecting on the resilience of  our community. On a personal note, I want
to extend my deepest gratitude to all who reached out with kind words
and support following the passing of  my father. Your empathy reminded
me of  the profound "safety net" we provide for one another.

In a world that often feels designed to pull us apart, our strength truly is
better together. This is what makes SWCA special: our intentional
willingness to care deeply about in-person interactions. As we move into
our "Next Chapter," my goal is to foster a multigenerational space where
members of  all ages can gather, stay informed, and celebrate.

We need your voice to shape this vision. Please take five minutes to
complete our Digital Community Survey (see above). Your feedback is the
compass we use to ensure our events—from the upcoming Town 250th
Celebration on July 3rd in South Williamstown to our local socials—reflect
your interests.

To continue this work,  I also invite you to renew your membership for
2026 https://southwilliamstown.org/membership/. Your support allows us
to act as a vital bridge for the larger "village beautiful" of  Williamstown:
creating opportunities that benefit us all.

I look forward to seeing you in person soon—perhaps at the Repair Café
or our upcoming Spring Social. Thank you for being the heart of  South
Williamstown.

With gratitude,
Tamanika

SOUTH WILLIAMSTOWN
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

P.O. Box 432
Williamstown, MA 01267

E-Mail
info@southwilliamstown.org

SWCA Newsletter is distributed
quarterly, mostly by email. 
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Please participate in the 
South Williamstown Community Association

Community Survey
Scan our QR code to the right or visit

https://southwilliamstown.org/community-survey

SWCA is committed to promoting
community, historical preservation
and neighborhood building for
Williamstown and surrounding
locales. Your responses will help us
shape a future for our organization
that reflects all of us.

https://southwilliamstown.org/membership/
https://southwilliamstown.org/community-survey


The Store at Five Corners to Open in April
 By Bette Craig

The historic Store at Five Corners is set to open soon under new management. 

Plans are to be open daily from 7am until 7pm, including holidays (except for Thanksgiving and Christmas). There will
be breakfast and lunch items and on-line ordering so that customers will be able to pick up prepared dinner items on
their way home without a wait.

“We’re shooting for no later than April 15,” said new operator Colleen Taylor of  Bay State Hospitality Group, LLC. She
and her brother Sean are well established in the food business, having owned the Freight Yard Pub in North Adams
since 1992, and more recently the Trail House Kitchen and Bar as well as the Craft Food Barn and Berkshire Catering
Company.

This means they have systems and staff  in place and will be ready to hit the ground running. Coming from a family of
six children, Colleen is pleased to announce that her sister and brother Maureen and Philip Taylor will be helping out
at the Store as well.

“We’re really looking forward to being part of  the South Williamstown community. My kids went to Mount Greylock
Regional School so I am acquainted with some 
neighbors already. We’re planning to stock basic 
groceries as well as special gift items and we’ve 
moved the big table to the center of  the Store to 
be a welcoming place to gather when people drop 
in to have a cup of  coffee or buy a quart of  milk.”

Karen Charbonneau, president of  The Store at 
Five Corners Stewardship Association, the 
non-profit organization that owns the Store, was 
delighted to learn that the Taylors own a mobile 
wood-fired pizza oven that can be employed. 
 
When asked how she got into the food business, 
Colleen answered: “It started when I was 14 or 15. 
My brother Sean is about five years older than I 
am and he was working a large party at a country 
club in Southington, Connecticut. There were 
going to be about 2,000 people there and they 
needed extra help. He asked if  I wanted to make 
some extra money. I said ‘Sure,’ and there I was 
getting my feet wet by filling water glasses. When 
I was in college I had an internship at Sheraton 
Hotel and Towers and went on from there.”

The Store at Five Corners has been an important 
community hub since the 1700s and welcomes its
new operators.

3Photo of Colleen Taylor in the Store at Five Corners by Bette Craig
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Harvest Brunch - A Potluck for a Good Cause
By Karen Charhonneau

On November 1, 2025, SWCA hosted the annual Harvest
Brunch at the Second Congregational Church, from 9:30 to
11am. Tables were spread with an array of  delicious food.
Friends and neighbors spent time visiting, while enjoying
the meal. We welcomed several new friends as well.
Approximately 40+ people attended the event. Donations
of  non-perishable food and a cash donation was made to
the Williamstown Food Pantry. A great time was had by all!

The Repair Cafe is in the B!
By Tamanika Terry Steward

We are thrilled to be featured in the Spring issue
of  The B magazine! Local author Betsy Korona’s
latest article, "How to Shed Some Stuff" (pages
54-55), highlights our very own Repair Café as a
premier community resource for sustainable living.

A huge thank you to Betsy for showcasing our
mission to fix, reuse, and reduce waste. You can
read the full digital issue at the link below to get
inspired for your spring cleaning!
 https://thebberkshires.com/issues/ 

You can learn more about Betsy at @BetsyKorona
on Instagram.

Mark your calendars: Our next Repair Café is
coming this April 11th. Stay tuned to our website
and Facebook page for more information.

The Fred Windover Memorial Fishing
Derby: A Spring Tradition Returns

South Williamstown’s spring tradition is back! The Fred
Windover Memorial Fishing Derby is tentatively set to return
this May 16th from 9 am- 1pm at the beautiful Wendling
Farm (753 Oblong Road).
This event is designed for our youngest anglers. It’s a
morning defined by patience, excitement, and—of course—
happiness for kids who land a catch and a treat for all for
trying! Whether your child is a seasoned pro or picking up a
rod for the first time, the Derby is a wonderful way for
families to gather by the water and enjoy the peace of the
Oblong.

Keep an eye on: 
Sandwich boards around town
Our Website: southwilliamstown.org
Facebook: facebook.com/southwilliamstown

https://thebberkshires.com/issues/
https://southwilliamstown.org/
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://facebook.com/southwilliamstown
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SWCA Annual Tree Lighting Brings Neighbors
Together Under a New Tree

By Kaare Francis

The annual tree lighting was a special night, bringing neighbors
of  all ages together in the heart of  South Williamstown. Before
settling in for the frigid winter ahead, we gathered at The Store
at Five Corners for an evening of  community and song. While
folks caught up inside the store, the porch was buzzing with kids
proudly working on holiday crafts.

The highlight was our new tree, standing tall beside the giant
one that used to hold the lights. As the crowd joined in a chorus
of  "O Christmas Tree," the new tree was colorfully lit all the way
to the top. With a light dusting of  snow already on the ground, it
was a beautiful sight that continued to glow down at the store all
winter long. It was a perfect way to welcome the season
together.



 

Future Plans for Former Hart Landfill 
The following is an excerpt from a longer article by
Stephen Dravis published by iBerkshires on January
20, 2026, reprinted here with permission:
 
[...The Williamstown] Planning Board [has] approved a
request from the town to subdivide a South
Williamstown property owned by the Hart family.
 
A portion of  the 8.25-acre parcel on New Ashford
Road (Route 7) was used as a town landfill in the 20th
century, and the town is seeking to acquire part of  the
lot in order to maintain the degraded portion.
 
"It's our responsibility to stabilize and maintain [the
landfill site] long term," Community Development
Director Andrew Groff  told the board. "So we are
transferring property from the Hart family. They're
going to maintain the home that's on New Ashford
Road. The town is going to maintain the landfill on the
back lot. So it is a building lot, but nothing will ever be
built there."
 
Public Works Director Craig Clough told the board
about how the town plans to maintain the former
landfill in order to protect the Green River, which runs
behind the property.
 
"Because this landfill is up against a river bank, we do
have to stabilize the bank, because we do have some
of  the old trash that gets into the river," Clough said.
"What it's going to be in the future is a lot of
bioengineering, probably a lot of  tree cribbing and stuff
like that to actually build up the bank that is on the
west side of  the river. We'll stabilize all that so we no
longer have the intrusion of  rubbish into the river."
 
The Planning Board's 5-0 approval of  the subdivision
is one step in the town's process to acquire a portion
of  the property. Ultimately, the acquisition will require
the approval of  town meeting.

Added Note by SWCA: The Hart Landfill, which closed
in 1960, is the source of  debris that has been collected
for the past several summers in the Green River
Cleanup organized by SWCA and HooRWA.
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                                           Green River Regenerative 
                                            Farm, launched at the 
                                            intersection of Green 
                                           River Road and Route 7 in
2024, is taking on a new profile, and the animals are
coming back this spring.

According to consultant Adam Grady, a 10th
generation farmer from Keenanville, North Carolina,
who’s been coming to Williamstown regularly to give
advice since 2024, there will be chickens, eggs, pigs
and possibly grass-fed beef. The primary focus will be
meat this year.

Jan-Gisbert Schultze and Paul-Bernard Kallen, owners
based in Germany, have been investors for several
years in an on-line grocery platform Farmers to You. It
has been based in Vermont, but headquarters for the
direct-to-consumer distribution business is moving to
Green River Regenerative Farm in Williamstown.
Corey Wentworth, former operator of The Store at Five
Corners right next door, is now the operations manager
for Green River Farm. His background as a chef
featuring farm-to-table food makes him an ideal person
to help build a local anchor for Farmers to You.
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 By Bette Craig

Farmers to You connects local producers to consumers
through home deliveries and pickup locations. Green
River Farm will be a pickup location for our local
community and area farmers will have a new market. 

The regenerative farming philosophy remains the same.
Adam Grady has been employing it successfully on his
farm for several years. Grady says “It’s all about keeping
roots in the soil, growing a diverse range of  crops and
bringing a wide range of  grazing animals back to the
land.”

When asked about the apple trees planted along Route 7,
Grady said that they have mostly reverted to root stock
and won’t be useful in producing a cash crop, but that
pigs will be grazing under the trees and enjoying their
bounty. The cider making equipment at the farm has been
passed on to a local producer who suffered a loss from a
fire.

You can find out more about Farmers to You by checking
the website https://farmerstoyou.com/ .

Green River Farm to Become Distribution Center for Farmers to You. 

Announcements 

The Williamstown Land Trust - Williamstown Rural Lands Foundation seeks a new Executive Director with a strong
background in land conservation to lead the organization through a major land use transition with many aging farmers
and landowners. https://rurallands.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/RuralLands_ED_positionprofile.pdf

https://farmerstoyou.com/%20.
https://rurallands.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/RuralLands_ED_positionprofile.pdf
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Find more event
announcements from

Sweetwood at: 
https://www.facebook.com/SweetwoodofWilliamstown 

HEADING

https://www.facebook.com/SweetwoodofWilliamstown


SWCA Leads Fall Hikes 
By Nadia Jensen

This past fall, Kaare Francis and Nadia Jensen, two SWCA board members, led two memorable hikes as
part of the new "Go Take A Hike" series, designed to offer outdoor enthusiasts a chance to connect with
nature and explore the area's landscapes.

The first hike took place at Field Farm, a South Williamstown property with open fields and woodlands. After
the hike, several participants gathered for lunch and conversation at The Store at Five Corners.

The second hike was along the Rounds Rock trail in the Mount Greylock Reservation. With its steep inclines
and rocky paths, the trail provided a more challenging adventure, but hikers were rewarded with views at
the summit. Afterwards, hikers drove to the top of Mount Greylock, where they spent time taking in the
views of the surrounding valleys and mountains.

Both hikes were a way to engage with nature and enjoy time outdoors with fellow hikers, setting the stage
for more "Go Take A Hike" adventures in the future.
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Long-time SWCA Board Member,
Michelle Thaisz, Died on December 1 

By Bette Craig

Michelle Thaisz, whom we all knew as Mickey, died after
a long battle with lymphoma on December 1 at the age
of 72.  This was just 10 months after the death of  her
husband, Mark. She was my next-door neighbor as well
as a good friend and a SWCA Board member from
2015 until 2024.

Mickey and Mark Thaisz were mainstays of  SWCA’s
Repair Cafe held at Rural Lands’ Sheep Hill twice a year
-- with Mickey baking her chocolate chip cookies and
greeting all comers and Mark sharpening knives and
tools.

Residents of  Williamstown since 1976, their driveway
was the entrance point for the Green River Cleanup
organized by the South Williamstown Community
Association and the Hoosic River Watershed
Association every summer.  Chocolate chip cookies
all’round again.

Mickey is survived by her sons Matthew and Gabriel
and their families, her twin sister Theresa Wegman who
cared for her devotedly during her illness, her sister
Marietta, and her good friend and Sloan Tavern Mustard
collaborator Carolyn Umlauf as well as a host of
community friends.

Sheep to Shawl Festival 2026
05/02/2026 - 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

Volunteering
Save the Date. The beloved biennial Sheep to Shawl
Festival is back at Sheep Hill! Saturday, May 2.
Sheep to Shawl will feature herding demonstrations
Interested in helping out? Love event planning? Good
at ticket-taking? Publicity czar? We can put you to
work. (Free admission for volunteers!)

What is Sheep to Shawl? 
This is a celebration of  all things sheep: natural fibers,
animals, and rural artisanry features the farmers and
artisans who carry on New England settler traditions
and practices, sharing their own innovations. You will
be treated to sheep herding on the hill, sheep shearing
by the barn, and natural fiber spinning and weaving
demonstrations in our historic farmhouse. Local
farmers and artisans will share their food and crafts
related to rural heritage. Games, raffles, and crafts will
keep you busy.

More details to come. Check https://rurallands.org
often.

Sheep to Shawl will feature herding demonstrations
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Get Involved in SWCA
Here are some ways you can do it. Would you like to: 

• Work on helping organize a community event
• Write about Williamstown history or other surrounding area histories
• Write about interesting local activities and/ or events
• Fix things at our Repair Cafés
• Track local land use issues or other topics of interest
• Represent SWCA at community events like the Farmer’s Market
• Post posters about our events  around the region 
• Tell your local friends and family about SWCA and point them to our website at 
 https://southwilliamstown.org/
• Share news about our events with your friends or via e-mail, Facebook, etc.
 
Or maybe you have a good idea to suggest for something the South Williamstown Community
Association should be doing as a 501 (c) 3 organization devoted to promoting community,
historical preservation and documentation, and neighborhood building for Williamstown and
surrounding locales.

Email us at info@southwilliamstown.org. Visit our website at https://southwilliamstown.org/
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Upcoming Events
April 2 American Woodcock Walk – Free evening walk. rurallands.org
    6:45–7:45 PM Woodcock Road, Williamstown
April 3 SweetWood Spring Concert – Free: Mia Holmgren (cello) & Tommy Kirby (piano). sweetwoodliving.com
    2:30–3:30 PM SweetWood, 1611 Cold Spring Rd, Williamstown
April 11 Spring Repair Café – Bring broken items for free repair! southwilliamstown.org
    1:00–4:00 PM Sheep Hill, 671 Cold Spring Rd, Williamstown
April 18 Household Hazardous Waste Collection – Pre-registration required April 1–14. nbswmd.com
    9:00 AM–12:30 PM Cheshire DPW Yard, 6 Main St, Cheshire
April 18 Birding for Beginners – Indoor-outdoor workshop. Binoculars provided. milne.librarycalendar.com
    11:00 AM–12:30 PM Milne Library, 1095 Main St, Williamstown
April 18 Williamstown: The First Billion Years - Prof. Mark Brandriss (Smith College), whmuseum.org
    11:00 AM Dolan-Jenks Barn, Williamstown Historical Museum, 32 New Ashford Road, Williamstown
April 22 Earth Day Book Talk: Elizabeth Kolbert – Pulitzer winner reads from new book. milne.librarycalendar.com
    6:00–7:00 PM Milne Library, 1095 Main St, Williamstown
April 25 Stockbridge-Munsee Community: Past, Present, Future - Williams College Students, whmuseum.org
    11:00 AM @ Dolan-Jenks Barn, Williamstown Historical Museum, 32 New Ashford Road, Williamstown
April 25 Williams College Student Recital – Free afternoon of classical music. sweetwoodliving.com
    2:00–3:00 PM SweetWood, 1611 Cold Spring Rd, Williamstown
April 26 “Local Legacy, National Relevance” – John Davis on Historic Deerfield. whmuseum.org
    11:00 AM Sweetwood Auditorium, 1611 Cold Spring Rd, Williamstown
April 28 SWCA Spring Social & Silent Auction – Annual gathering. Details coming! southwilliamstown.org
    6:00–8:00 PM Waubeeka Country Club, 137 New Ashford Rd, Williamstown
April 29 Citizens’ Academy: Fire Department – Behind-the-scenes tour. No registration. milne.librarycalendar.com
    6:00–7:30 PM Williamstown Fire Dept, 580 Main St, Williamstown
May 2 Community Paper Shredding – $5/box suggested donation. Benefit Remedy Hall. nbswmd.com
    9:00–11:00 AM 671 Simonds Rd, Williamstown
May 2 Sheep to Shawl Festival – Fleece to textile in one afternoon! rurallands.org
    11:00 AM–3:00 PM Sheep Hill, 671 Cold Spring Rd, Williamstown
May 2 Birds of Prey with Tom Ricardi – Live presentation with bird rehabilitator. milne.librarycalendar.com
    1:00–3:00 PM Milne Library, 1095 Main St, Williamstown
May 9 Guided Birdwatching Walk – Registration opens April 10. milne.librarycalendar.com
    10:00 AM–1:00 PM Milne Library Pavilion, 1095 Main St, Williamstown
May 9 1776 Williamstown - Dusty Griffin (Local Historian), whmuseum.org
    11:00 AM @ Dolan-Jenks Barn, Williamstown Historical Museum, 32 New Ashford Road, Williamstown
May 16 Kid’s Fishing Derby – For young anglers of all levels! southwilliamstown.org
    9:00 AM–1:00 PM Wendling Farm, 753 Oblong Rd, South Williamstown
May 16 Farmers Market — Opening Day – Fresh local produce every Saturday. williamstownfarmersmarket.org
    9:00 AM–1:00 PM Williamstown
May 17 Spring Wildflower Walk – Guided walk. Registration recommended. rurallands.org
    1:00–3:00 PM Mt. Berlin Trailhead, Williamstown
May 19 Williamstown Annual Town Meeting – All registered voters welcome. williamstownma.gov
    Evening (TBA) Williamstown Elementary, Church St, Williamstown
May 30 Hometown Heroes in the Civil War - Berkshire County - Dennis Pregent (Author) - whmuseum.org
    10:00 AM @ Dolan-Jenks Barn, Williamstown Historical Museum, 32 New Ashford Road, Williamstown
June 13 SWCA Spring Hike - Hike with your neighbors. southwilliamstown.org
    9 AM Field Farm, 554 Sloan Road, Williamstown
June 20 Museum Annual Meeting | Reading Frederick Douglass Together: Berkshire County Lasting Legacies
   11:00 AM @ Dolan-Jenks Barn, Williamstown Historical Museum, 32 New Ashford Road, Williamstown. whmuseum.org
June 22 SWCA Annual Meeting – All members encouraged to attend. southwilliamstown.org
    Time 6 PM Waubeeka Country Club, 137 New Ashford Rd, Williamstown
July 3 South Williamstown’s 250th Town Celebration - Family Fun, Southlawn Cemetery Tours & Bennington Muster  
    Company. Food, fun & commemoration! Lots of events all day. southwilliamstown.org
    South Williamstown Five Corners area. More information coming soon.

Full calendar: southwilliamstown.org/community-calendar · 
12

https://rurallands.org/
http://sweetwoodliving.com/
https://southwilliamstown.org/
https://nbswmd.com/
https://milne.librarycalendar.com/
https://whmuseum.org/
https://milne.librarycalendar.com/
https://whmuseum.org/
http://sweetwoodliving.com/
https://whmuseum.org/
https://southwilliamstown.org/
https://milne.librarycalendar.com/
https://nbswmd.com/
https://rurallands.org/
https://milne.librarycalendar.com/
https://milne.librarycalendar.com/
https://whmuseum.org/
https://southwilliamstown.org/
https://williamstownfarmersmarket.org/
https://rurallands.org/
https://williamstownma.gov/
https://whmuseum.org/
https://southwilliamstown.org/
https://whmuseum.org/
https://southwilliamstown.org/
https://southwilliamstown.org/
https://southwilliamstown.org/
https://southwilliamstown.org/community-calendar/
https://southwilliamstown.org/community-calendar/

	South Williamstown Community Association
	Volume 2026, No. 1
	April 2026

	NEWS FROM
	South Williamstown
	IN THIS ISSUE


	News From  South Williamstown Volume 2026, No. 1 April 2026
	SOUTH WILLIAMSTOWN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION P.O. Box 432 Williamstown, MA 01267
	E-Mail info@southwilliamstown.org
	Website: http://southwilliamstown.org
	Editor: Tamanika Terry Steward Layout: Matthew Baya
	SWCA Board: Matthew Baya Karen Charbonneau Kaare Francis  Nadia Jensen  Barry Meneghelli Tamanika Terry Steward
	Contribute to the next  SWCA Newletter, due by  June 15, 2026.  Email suggestions or articles to  info@southwilliamstown.org

	Please participate in the  South Williamstown Community Association Community Survey
	Scan our QR code to the right or visit https://southwilliamstown.org/community-survey
	SWCA is committed to promoting community, historical preservation and neighborhood building for Williamstown and surrounding locales. Your responses will help us shape a future for our organization that reflects all of us.
	SWCA Newsletter is distributed quarterly, mostly by email.

	A Message from the President:  Strengthening Our Common Ground
	As the winter frost finally softens into the promise of spring, I find myself reflecting on the resilience of our community. On a personal note, I want to extend my deepest gratitude to all who reached out with kind words and support following the passing of my father. Your empathy reminded me of the profound "safety net" we provide for one another.
	In a world that often feels designed to pull us apart, our strength truly is better together. This is what makes SWCA special: our intentional willingness to care deeply about in-person interactions. As we move into our "Next Chapter," my goal is to foster a multigenerational space where members of all ages can gather, stay informed, and celebrate.
	We need your voice to shape this vision. Please take five minutes to complete our Digital Community Survey (see above). Your feedback is the compass we use to ensure our events—from the upcoming Town 250th Celebration on July 3rd in South Williamstown to our local socials—reflect your interests.
	To continue this work,  I also invite you to renew your membership for 2026 https://southwilliamstown.org/membership/. Your support allows us to act as a vital bridge for the larger "village beautiful" of Williamstown: creating opportunities that benefit us all.
	I look forward to seeing you in person soon—perhaps at the Repair Café or our upcoming Spring Social. Thank you for being the heart of South Williamstown.
	With gratitude, Tamanika

	Find SWCA on Facebook:
	Scan this  QR code


	The Store at Five Corners to Open in April  By Bette Craig
	The historic Store at Five Corners is set to open soon under new management.
	Plans are to be open daily from 7am until 7pm, including holidays (except for Thanksgiving and Christmas). There will be breakfast and lunch items and on-line ordering so that customers will be able to pick up prepared dinner items on their way home without a wait.
	“We’re shooting for no later than April 15,” said new operator Colleen Taylor of Bay State Hospitality Group, LLC. She and her brother Sean are well established in the food business, having owned the Freight Yard Pub in North Adams since 1992, and more recently the Trail House Kitchen and Bar as well as the Craft Food Barn and Berkshire Catering Company.
	This means they have systems and staff in place and will be ready to hit the ground running. Coming from a family of six children, Colleen is pleased to announce that her sister and brother Maureen and Philip Taylor will be helping out at the Store as well.
	“We’re really looking forward to being part of the South Williamstown community. My kids went to Mount Greylock Regional School so I am acquainted with some  neighbors already. We’re planning to stock basic  groceries as well as special gift items and we’ve  moved the big table to the center of the Store to  be a welcoming place to gather when people drop  in to have a cup of coffee or buy a quart of milk.”
	Karen Charbonneau, president of The Store at  Five Corners Stewardship Association, the  non-profit organization that owns the Store, was  delighted to learn that the Taylors own a mobile  wood-fired pizza oven that can be employed.
	When asked how she got into the food business,  Colleen answered: “It started when I was 14 or 15.  My brother Sean is about five years older than I  am and he was working a large party at a country  club in Southington, Connecticut. There were  going to be about 2,000 people there and they  needed extra help. He asked if I wanted to make  some extra money. I said ‘Sure,’ and there I was  getting my feet wet by filling water glasses. When  I was in college I had an internship at Sheraton  Hotel and Towers and went on from there.”
	The Store at Five Corners has been an important  community hub since the 1700s and welcomes its new operators.
	The Repair Cafe is in the B! By Tamanika Terry Steward
	Harvest Brunch - A Potluck for a Good Cause By Karen Charhonneau


	The Fred Windover Memorial Fishing Derby: A Spring Tradition Returns
	SWCA Annual Tree Lighting Brings Neighbors Together Under a New Tree By Kaare Francis

	Future Plans for Former Hart Landfill  The following is an excerpt from a longer article by Stephen Dravis published by iBerkshires on January 20, 2026, reprinted here with permission:
	[...The Williamstown] Planning Board [has] approved a request from the town to subdivide a South Williamstown property owned by the Hart family.
	A portion of the 8.25-acre parcel on New Ashford Road (Route 7) was used as a town landfill in the 20th century, and the town is seeking to acquire part of the lot in order to maintain the degraded portion.
	"It's our responsibility to stabilize and maintain [the landfill site] long term," Community Development Director Andrew Groff told the board. "So we are transferring property from the Hart family. They're going to maintain the home that's on New Ashford Road. The town is going to maintain the landfill on the back lot. So it is a building lot, but nothing will ever be built there."
	Public Works Director Craig Clough told the board about how the town plans to maintain the former landfill in order to protect the Green River, which runs behind the property.
	"Because this landfill is up against a river bank, we do have to stabilize the bank, because we do have some of the old trash that gets into the river," Clough said. "What it's going to be in the future is a lot of bioengineering, probably a lot of tree cribbing and stuff like that to actually build up the bank that is on the west side of the river. We'll stabilize all that so we no longer have the intrusion of rubbish into the river."
	The Planning Board's 5-0 approval of the subdivision is one step in the town's process to acquire a portion of the property. Ultimately, the acquisition will require the approval of town meeting.
	Added Note by SWCA: The Hart Landfill, which closed in 1960, is the source of debris that has been collected for the past several summers in the Green River Cleanup organized by SWCA and HooRWA.
	Green River Farm to Become Distribution Center for Farmers to You.
	Green River Regenerative                                              Farm, launched at the                                              intersection of Green                                             River Road and Route 7 in 2024, is taking on a new profile, and the animals are coming back this spring.
	According to consultant Adam Grady, a 10th generation farmer from Keenanville, North Carolina, who’s been coming to Williamstown regularly to give advice since 2024, there will be chickens, eggs, pigs and possibly grass-fed beef. The primary focus will be meat this year.
	Jan-Gisbert Schultze and Paul-Bernard Kallen, owners based in Germany, have been investors for several years in an on-line grocery platform Farmers to You. It has been based in Vermont, but headquarters for the direct-to-consumer distribution business is moving to Green River Regenerative Farm in Williamstown. Corey Wentworth, former operator of The Store at Five Corners right next door, is now the operations manager for Green River Farm. His background as a chef featuring farm-to-table food makes him an ideal person to help build a local anchor for Farmers to You.
	Farmers to You connects local producers to consumers through home deliveries and pickup locations. Green River Farm will be a pickup location for our local community and area farmers will have a new market.
	The regenerative farming philosophy remains the same. Adam Grady has been employing it successfully on his farm for several years. Grady says “It’s all about keeping roots in the soil, growing a diverse range of crops and bringing a wide range of grazing animals back to the land.”
	When asked about the apple trees planted along Route 7, Grady said that they have mostly reverted to root stock and won’t be useful in producing a cash crop, but that pigs will be grazing under the trees and enjoying their bounty. The cider making equipment at the farm has been passed on to a local producer who suffered a loss from a fire.
	You can find out more about Farmers to You by checking the website https://farmerstoyou.com/ .
	Announcements
	The Williamstown Land Trust - Williamstown Rural Lands Foundation seeks a new Executive Director with a strong background in land conservation to lead the organization through a major land use transition with many aging farmers and landowners. https://rurallands.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/RuralLands_ED_positionprofile.pdf
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