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We hope to see you for 
some winter cheer at the 
SWCA Winter Social 
on Thursday, March 5, 
starting at 5:30 at the 
'6 Pub on Cold Spring 
Road.  

It's cozy, there's a fire-
place and a cash bar, and SWCA will be hosting with free 
appetizers and finger food.  Do come.

SWCA Winter Social on Thursday, March 5

November 13th, Tom and Melissa Cragg, who’ve 
been spearheading making reusable bags at our 
Repair Cafes, brought BagShare to an after-school 
youth outreach program offered by the First 
Congregational Church in Williamstown, in liaison with 
St John’s Episcopal Church. 

The four-week “World of Waste” series introduced 
4th and 5th graders to several different ways we care 
for our planet. In addition to making reusable bags, 
children visited the TAM recycling center, the municipal 
wastewater treatment plant, and the Old Stone Mill 
zero-waste center in Adams. 

The message?  

Reduce Reuse Recycle!

More Bag Making
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Where Are They Now?     By Carolyn Umlauf
 

It may have been the soil or the fresh spring water in South Williamstown that 
helped contribute to the outstanding offspring of our families on this end of 
town--many of whose parents still have family homes here.  We thought you 
might like to know what they’re doing and where some of them have ended 
up in their now adult lives as shared by their parents.

The Guernseys:
As you may know, we have three children and we are very blessed with 

seven grandchildren.
Margo, the oldest, lives in Watertown, Mass. with her husband Miguel 

(from the Dominican Republic) and their two children: Darvin and Aleyna. 
Margo is a documentary filmmaker. PBS recently aired her first feature length 
documentary “Councilwoman,“ an inspiring story of a Dominican hotel maid 
who became a member of the City Council in Providence, Rhode Island.

Katie, our next oldest daughter, lives in New Paltz, New York.  Her husband 
Dan is a veterinarian.  She is a full-time nurse-midwife and lives with her three 
children:  Marla Mae, Luke, and Leo.

Mathew, our youngest, lives in Arlington, Massachusetts with his wife Dana, 
and their two children: Sasha and Adrian. Both Matt and Dana are engineers 
working in the energy and consulting fields.

Each of our children went to the Little Red School House. We have always 
greatly valued this community, the support everyone has given to us, the 
family values we all espoused, and the warmth and friendship we have shared. 

The Schneskis:
Bill and Susan Schneski, of Hancock Road, report that their son Sam is living 

in Guilford, Vermont, and is a Vermont County Forester based in Brattleboro.  
Married to Dr. Lauren Schneski, a veterinarian in West Brattleboro, they are 
parents of two musical girls who also partake in a circus camp in Brattleboro.  
Sam makes his own maple syrup and plays some hockey locally.  Enjoyed his 
Mt. Greylock HS reunion at Thanksgiving.

 Heidi Schneski lives in Pittsfield, works as an independent clinical social 
worker and is married to Andrew Klatka who advocates for homeless people in 
Berkshire County. They have a son and a daughter, both of whom play soccer 
and are musical.  Both Sam and Heidi are alums of the Little Red Schoolhouse 
and are delighted that our history museum is keeping the building alive.

“Where Are They Now?” will be a regular fea-
ture in the SWCA newsletter. If you have infor-
mation you’d like to share, please get in touch 
with Carolyn at carolyn@harschrealestate.com.
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It is difficult to live alone in South Williamstown 
without a driver’s license. Friends are generous but 
must not be overused.  I have discovered though that 
in Williamstown there are several services helping to 
solve this problem.  Two of them -- “The Van” run by 
The Council on Aging and “Enhanced Travel” – serve 
Williamstown residents.  They are free to ride.  A third, 
the BRTA ADA Paratransit Service also goes to Pittsfield.  
It charges fares.  All three use minivans . The different 
outfits serve different needs, but all three provide 
transportation to and from your home and all can 
accommodate wheelchairs.

“The Van”     458-8250

The purpose of “The Van” is primarily life support – 
grocery shopping and medical appointments.   It is run 
out of the Harper Center (458-8250).  If you call there the 
staff will either connect you to Jackie Lemieux, the driver 
and keeper of the schedule book or have her call you 
back.  Call at least one day ahead but even earlier is a 
good idea.  The van runs Monday to Friday from  8 am-4 
pm.  It is generally available after 9 am on these days as 
the Council on Aging brings Williamstown elders to a 
day program in North Adams first thing in the morning 
and returns them home later in the day.  Tuesday Jackie 
reserves for taking residents to Stop and Shop.  Wait 
times for the return home pickup are sometimes 45 
minutes as the van is very busy, so plan accordingly.

“Enhanced Travel”   458-9831

“Enhanced Travel” is financed by a grant and is a 
supplement to the service of “The Van.”  It will not 
take you to any medical appointment.  How long this 
service will last is not known.  It depends upon available 
funding and it was recently extended for a while.  To 
order this service, call 458-9831 and ask for Angela.  It is 
best to call a day ahead.  If you want a ride on Sunday, 
call on Friday.  This service runs Thursday and Friday 
from  4-8 pm, Saturday from 10 am-3 pm and Sunday 
from 9 am-12 pm. 

BRTA Paratransit Service  499-2782

The BRTA paratransit service operates out of Pittsfield.  
Its address is 1 Columbus Avenue, Pittsfield,  MA 01201. 
The telephone number is 499-2782 extension 3. To 
participate in this program one has to fill out a lengthy 
application form. It can be downloaded from the internet.  
Qualifications to use this service are two-fold.  You cannot 
have a driver’s license because of disability (you will need 
to provide input from your doctor) and you must live a 
distance from a bus stop. You can find information about 
this on their website at www.berkshireta.com or you 
can call them at the main office number listed above for 
assistance.  You will be notified by mail if you are declared  
eligible.

 
You have to buy tickets which can be ordered by mail 

from the above address.  These come in different colors 
determined by the distance you are traveling.  Each ticket 
is for a one- way trip.  Tan tickets are for a trip within 
Williamstown and cost  $2.50.  Green tickets which cost 
$3.50 will take a passenger to North Adams. Tickets to 
Pittsfield are salmon in color and cost $9.00.  Rides on 
Sunday and holidays cost extra.   Call 499-2782 extension 
3 to order a ride.   Although you can order the day before 
it is advised to do so three or four days in advance since 
the number of vans is limited.   This service operates 
on the same schedule as the buses:  Monday through 
Saturday from 6 am-7 pm and 8 am-2 pm on Sunday and 
holidays.  I find the drivers are both friendly and prompt.

County Ambulance  499-2527

There is an additional option for individuals who have 
medical appointments at BMC in Pittsfield.  After the loss 
of the North Adams Regional Hospital, BMC has funded 
a program through County Ambulance to bring North 
County residents to BMC or the Medical Arts Building for 
no cost.  All you have to do is call County Ambulance at 
499-2527 and request a ride.  They’ll be happy to assist.

Don’t Drive?    By Regina Rouse aided by Brian O’Grady & Pam Burger
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Fifty years ago, in 1969, while searching for a house with land for a big vegetable 
garden, we fell in love with an old farmhouse in South Williamstown with all the 
trappings of an early 19th century farm. 

At the time we were living on School Street but because our yard was entirely 
shaded, our vegetable garden was located on an empty lot down the road. We had 
moved to Williamstown in 1965 when Sam took a teaching job at Mount Greylock 
Regional High School. Three years later he was recruited by Berkshire Community 
College to teach history and serve as Assistant to the President. 

But there was another problem with our house: our children no longer attended 
the school directly across the street. While looking for a school that more closely 
resembled my own progressive education as a child growing up in Southern California, 
I discovered the Prospect School in North Bennington. They accepted our three young children and offered me a teaching assistant 
position and so every morning the four of us, and the dog, piled into our VW Microbus for the daily commute to school.

We were planning to move closer to North Bennington when by chance I overheard a conversation about a farm for sale on 
Hancock Road and out of curiosity Sam and I drove down to have a look. We turned into the driveway, got out of the car and knew 
that we had found a place to raise our own food and raise resourceful, resilient children without ever having to leave home again. 

The following spring when our daughter Barclay was eight, our son Sammy was six and Annie was five, we moved in and planted 
a big garden and before very long we had chickens, pigs and a family cow. The children returned to the local elementary school and 
I became a student at North Adams State College (MCLA) to earn a degree in Early Childhood Education.  Little did we know that 
within five years Sam would resign from his position at Berkshire Community College to become a farmer.  Even more surprising 
was that we were seriously thinking about farming just as the small family farm was rapidly disappearing from the American 
landscape.

We were networking with a growing number of like-minded people with absolutely no farming experience who like ourselves 
were anxious to learn all there was to know about traditional farming practices before the introduction of chemicals, pesticides 
and herbicides enabled the rise of industrial agriculture at the expense of the land and small family farms all over the world. 
Recognizing the critical need to strengthen our growing knowledge of sustainable, good farming practices and to support one 
another, the New England Organic Farming Association , founded in 1971, was inaugurated at the first summer conference in 1975. 
The poet Wendell Berry was the keynote speaker.  It was at this historic gathering that Sam and I chose the name CARETAKER FARM. 

(To be continued in the next issue of our SWCA quarterly newsletter)

When we moved to Hancock 
Road in 1969, there were nine 
small family farms within three 
miles of our house. Sonny Wil-
liams’ Farm and a tractor repair 
business were just over the town 
line in Hancock. Audrey and 
Howard Morrison, our neighbors 
directly across the road, sold 
fresh eggs and poultry, and David 
Young milked cows on our north 
side.  The Austins sold fresh poul-
try, eggs, vegetables and berries 
from their farm stand and there 
was Carl Cook’s small dairy farm. 
Fritz Langer’s beautiful dairy 
farm was at Five Corners and 
on Sloan Road, starting from the 
bottom was Sam Westcott’s egg 
farm, Quinton and Ester Young’s 
dairy farm, and Norrie Phelps 
farm was at the top where Crick-
et Creek Farm is today. There 
were families with children living 
in most of the houses on the road 
who traveled between each oth-
er’s houses on foot, bikes and 

horseback.

What Possessed Us? By Elizabeth Smith

Photo of Sam and Elizabeth Smith with Clara the Cow



Update on Hart 
Landfill Site on 
New Ashford Road
 
The following is an ex-
cerpt from a December 5th 
email sent to SWCA Board 
Member Mark Thaisz from 
Williamstown Director of 
Public Works Tim Kai-
ser concerning the CDM 
Smith comprehensive site 
assessment of the former 
Town Landfill located on 
property belonging to the 
Hart family.

“The study is finally fin-
ished and was submitted 
to DEP a couple of weeks 
ago for their review and 
comments. I’ll get a copy 
to you as soon as it is 
finalized. The upshot of 
the report is that nothing 
horribly wrong was found 
on the site or beyond it. 
Groundwater, river water 
and private wells that were 
tested all came back good. 
Going forward it looks like 
dealing with and probably 
armoring spot locations 
along the riverbank where 
trash is exposed will take 
place as well as the removal 
of surface debris (metal) 
from the site, posting no-
tices around the perimeter 
notifying the public that 
it is a landfill site, and a 
record notice on the deed. 
All of these are tasks that 
the DPW crew could do at 
little cost compared to con-
tracting it all out. In fact 
we had already started the 
metal removal before the 
snow put a stop to it.”

Here’s an example 
of a very tricky 
repair done by 
Alison Case at our 
last Repair Café.  
She made a miss-
ing leg for Carrie 
Waara’s damaged 
oriental lamp.

A lovely fresh vegetable soup from 
Provence.  Just before serving, spark it 
with Pesto and grated parmesan cheese.  
Serve with a loaf of crusty French bread

1 cup kidney beans soaked overnight 
 and drained
2 potatoes, peeled and diced (I never 
 peel potatoes)
3 carrots, scraped and sliced
2 quarts chicken, vegetable stock 
 or water
½ pound green beans cut into 
 one-inch lengths
2 zucchini, sliced
2 leeks, cut length-wise, washed & sliced
¼ lbs fresh peas, shelled
4 tomatoes, peeled and chopped 
 (I never peel anything!)
2 tbs chopped parsley
1/3 cup of pesto sauce
1 cup grated Parmesan  cheese

Place beans in a large soup kettle, 
soaked beans, carrots, potatoes and 
stock

Cover and simmer for 30 minutes.
Add the green beans, zucchini and 

leeks and simmer 10 minutes longer
Stir in the Pesto Sauce and cheese and 

ladle into soup bowls.

PESTO SAUCE:
2 cups firmly packed basil leaves, 
 well rinsed
½ cup olive oil
3 garlic cloves, peeled
½ tsp salt
½ cup shredded Parmesan cheese
¼ cup pine nuts - optional
 (I use walnuts)
Place in a blender and puree: the basil, 
 oil and garlic and the salt 
Add the cheese and nuts and blend to 
 mix in.  Makes about 1 ¾ cups

SUMMERTIME SOUPE AU PISTOU
(And, here’s Elizabeth’s recipe for using some of those wonderful 

summer vegetables from Caretaker Farm.)

Do you have a unique recipe you’d like to 
share? Please send them our way at 

swca32@gmail.com

5South Williamstown Community Association

Our next 
Repair Café is 

on 
Saturday 
April 18, 

2020, 
from 1-4 pm, 
at Sheep Hill.  
Start getting 
your fixables 

together.
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South Williamstown Community Association Membership Form
Historical Preservation + Community + Neighborhood Voice 

Print and mail this form or join online at https://southwilliamstown.org/membership
 

I/We wish to join/renew our membership in SWCA for the year July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020.
 
Suggested dues are  

 $25/household $25
 Additional donation $_______  
 Total enclosed  $_______ 
Name(s)  _____________________________________________________
Address  _____________________________________________________
Phone     _____________________________________________________
Email (used only for SWCA announcements):_______________________________________________
 ______ check here if you want to receive emails about other South Williamstown  news/events
Business  ________________________________________________
  if your business is located in South Williamstownand you would like a link on our website

I would like to volunteer for an event or committee___________________

Mail to SWCA, PO Box 432, Williamstown, MA  01267
Email us at swca32@gmail.com. Visit our website at https://southwilliamstown.org/

Thank you!

SWCA is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.  Your dues 
and donations are tax-deductible and your cancelled 

check or email confirmation will be your receipt.

Get Involved in SWCA
Here are some ways you can do it. Would you like to: 

• Work on helping organize a community event.
• Research the history of local women’s suffrage activities in preparation for our joint project with the 

Williamstown Historical Museum and the League of Women Voters to celebrate the centennial of 
women’s getting the vote

• Write about South Williamstown history or local events for the newsletter
• Fix things at our Repair Cafés. 
• Track local land use issues or other topics of interest.
• Represent SWCA at community events like the Farmer’s Market.
• Post posters about our events around town 
• Tell your local friends and family about SWCA and point them to our website at  

https://southwilliamstown.org/
• Share news about our events with your friends or via e-mail, Facebook, etc. 

Or, maybe you have a good idea to suggest for something the South Williamstown Commu-
nity Association should be doing as a 501(c)3 organization devoted to historical preserva-
tion, building community and being a neighborhood voice. 

Email us at swca32@gmail.com. Visit our website at https://southwilliamstown.org/
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Snippets of News About South Williamstown and Dates to Note:
• Monday, February 3, 12 p.m. to 1:30 pm Yoga for Caregivers at Sweetwood, 1611 Cold Spring Road,  
 free, will include group meditation, empowering caregiver information and a complimentary lunch.  
 Bring a mat. RSVP at (413) 458-8371. 

• Thursday March 5, 5:30 pm, SWCA Winter Social at ‘6 Pub on Cold Spring Road, free appetizers and cash bar

• Tuesday March 24 from 9 am-2 pm, Bloodmobile at Williamstown Historical Museum at Five Corners. 
 The blood you give will stay in Berkshire County. 
 To sign up, please contact 413-447-2597 x2 or camuso@bhsl.org. See flyer on page X

• Saturday April 18, 2020, from 1-4 pm, Repair Café at Sheep Hill.  Start getting your fixables together.

• Songwriters Night - Every other Wednesday from 7 to 10 pm at The Log on Spring Street, 
 The Williamstown Folk Club hosts a free Songwriters Night.  The next one is scheduled for January 8 and 
 Norm Burdick is a regular.   For more information contact Karl Mullen at karlmullen@gmail.com. 

• The Second Congregational Church in South Williamstown has happily welcomed an organist for its Sunday services.
• Store at Five Corners - Kristi Walsh, owner Frank Lewis’ daughter, is the new manager at The Store at Five Corners.  
 She and Chef Patricia Boudreauryan hosted a wonderful Holiday Tree Lighting party for the community on 
 December 15, featuring delicious refreshments and a wine tasting.  There is a wide new assortment of grab 
 and go meals in the refrigerator case, including lasagna, shepherd’s pie, salmon and faro and chicken pot pie. 
• A “Dumpster Day” including freecycling is in the works for the spring.  We expect to provide free pickup for large 
 items as well as a space to ‘Take what you want, leave what you don’t’, like a free yard sale. Stay tuned.
• Cracked Phone Screen? - Carolyn Umlauf recommends Bob Hillard, mobile device repair specialist and his 
 “iCracked” operation as first-aid when you crack your smartphone.  (413) 284-4618.  Bob.Hillard@itechs.com.
• Upholstering - If you have some things that need upholstering, Carolyn Umlauf also recommends Jeanne Ferland 
 of Petersburg, NY who will pick up and deliver (413) 822-9923.
• William C. Grant, Jr - We mourn the loss of long-term South Williamstown resident William C. Grant, Jr., who died 
 on November 28 at the age of 95.  He was Chairman of the Williams College Biology Department for several 
 years before he retired.  https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/william-grant-obituary?pid=194650667

Celebrating 20th Century 
Women at Images Cinema

You can click on www.imagescinema.org/
events to see the entire lineup of eight films 
that are part of Images Cinema’s celebration 
of the centennial of woman suffrage.  This 
is part of a year’s worth of events planned 
or nudged into existence by The Northern 
Berkshire Suffrage Centennial Coalition 
initiated by SWCA in partnership with the 
Williamstown League of Women Voters and 
the Williamstown Historical Museum. 




