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We Don’t Know Yet Whether There Will Be 
a Fishing Derby at Wendling Farm 
Averill Cook who has been organizing the Fred Windover Memorial Fishing 
Derby at Wendling Farm, 753 Oblong Road, for many years now says, “We’d 
like to, but we’re waiting to see how Covid restrictions play out. Last year I 
missed seeing those kids having so much fun.” We’ll keep you posted.

You Can Catch Don 
Zazada’s Talk About 
Growing Things at 
Caretaker Farm

Matthew Roychowdhury, 
the student leader of Williams 
Sustainable Growers, conducted a 
really interesting illustrated interview 
via zoom of Caretaker Farm’s Don 
Zazada. You can watch it at this link: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d0H
7aoxkWieHph2QepnuJ4QeynwlSuf9/
view?usp=sharing

Williamstown Farmers Market 
Opens In-Person May 22

By Anne Hogeland

Great news! For the 2021 season, the Williamstown Farmers Market will 
resume operations of its on-site market with all categories of vendors – 
including farms, prepared foods, cooked-to-order meals, and crafts – in 
the usual location in the Spring Street Parking Lot. Market hours will 
be Saturdays, 9am-1pm, May 22nd to October 16th. Of course, market staff 
will be paying close attention to Covid-19 protocols and are working with 
the Town of Williamstown regarding safety requirements. Looking forward 
to seeing everyone later this Spring! For more info or to sign up for WFM’s 
weekly (in-season) newsletter, go to: williamstownfarmersmarket.org.
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Where Are They Now?
Here’s our latest update on children who grew up in South Williamstown.

The Thaisz family has been living in South Williamstown for 40 years or 
more.  Mickey and Mark live on New Ashford Road and raised their two boys, 
Matthew and Gabe, here.   And the next generation is all boys, too.

 
Matt Thaisz currently resides in West Hartford, CT, where he and his family 

have lived since 2007.  He has been married for almost 14 years to Kate 
and has two boys (aged 11 and 9).  He left Williamstown in 1998, attended 
New Hampshire College (’02), subsequently received his MBA from Bentley 
University (’06), and works in Finance for Stanley Black and Decker.  He has 
continued to have a passion for ice hockey that started in Williamstown and 
North Adams, has been a referee for 29 years at various levels of play, and now 
also coaches his boys’ youth hockey teams.  He and Kate love quiet family time 
together and summer trips to the Maine and New Hampshire seacoast, and 
Martha’s Vineyard.

 
Gabe Thaisz, 39, graduated from Cornell University in 2004 and moved to 

Boston with his now wife, Heather Galey. The two met at Cornell the first day of 
orientation week and have been together ever since. Gabe and Heather lived 
in the Boston area until Heather was pregnant with their second child, at which 
point they moved west to Hopkinton. They have three boys, Robert Finnegan 
(9), Boden (7), and Cooper (4). Gabe received his MBA at Babson College, and 
is a Partner at Thorndike Development, a real estate development company 
based in Natick. Heather is a Director of Sales for Bioventus, a medical device 
company. The family enjoys gathering with friends and being outdoors, hiking, 
swimming, skiing and golf. The kids have started focusing on sports (soccer, 
tennis, lacrosse, basketball, hockey, and baseball). 

***
 
Three generations of the Merselis and Bryan families have lived in South 

Williamstown.  Jay Merselis and Amy Bryan had three children.
 
Jeffrey Merselis graduated from the Darrow School in June 2020.  At 

Darrow he was captain of the lacrosse team and an art prefect.  In the fall he 
matriculated at St. Lawrence University in Canton, NY.  

 
Charley Merselis is finishing his senior year at Darrow.  He is a Core Leader 

and captain of the lacrosse team.  He is weighing his options between a 
number of colleges and universities.

 
Grace Merselis is a sophomore at the Ethel Walker School.  She has been 

riding competitively, but this spring is looking forward to turning her attention 
to lacrosse.  She is a class officer, a member of the school senate and a peer 
tutor.

 
Mary and Dr. Jack Merselis, who have moved to Sweetwood, and Janet and 

John Bryan of Sloan Road are the proud grandparents.

    By Carolyn Umlauf
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HARMON POND:  
A Short History

By Pamela Weatherbee

 Harmon Pond is a pretty little body of water, 
set like a jewel between steep banks covered 
with dark green hemlocks.  Like many of the 
ponds and lakes of the region, it was created 
by human effort.  Sweet Brook, which comes 
down from the Taconic Ridge, is dammed by an 
earthen dam to form the pond.

The topography was very suitable for such a 
dam; there has been a long history of different 
kinds of dams.   Undoubtedly beavers were here 
probably soon after the glaciers melted away and 
applied their expertise to the area. Of course, we don’t know exactly where or how they built their dams. Unfortunately 
because of their valuable fur, they were extirpated in Massachusetts in the mid-1800s. The area was left to itself, as the 
surrounding soil was poor, thin and very acidic -- so there was little farming activity there.

In the mid-1920s, the area was bought by an enterprising real estate magnate named Harmon. At that point the land 
included the Colonial house (Elaine Neely’s house) on Woodcock Rd, and extended north across the road and down to 
Sweet Brook and beyond. Why Mr. Harmon became interested in creating a pond we don’t know but seeing as he was 
really a summer visitor, he may have wanted it for recreation. There are faint traces of a road leading from Woodcock 
Road along the field and into the wood to the upper end of the pond. Here one can find an old dump, and two large 
gravel pits. Perhaps the gravel was used to build the dam.  Mr. Harmon did not stay long in the area  -- he left in the late 
1920s.

Again, the pond and dam were left to themselves. The dam became dangerous and was dynamited, according to 
Elaine Neely, and the pond reverted to swamp.  In the 1940s beavers were reintroduced to Massachusetts, and quickly 
spread. They found their niche here, and built a series of dams and lodges. They were lucky until another human came 
on the scene and had other ideas.  My father, Lawrence Bloedel, bought the land around the brook and pond area 
in order to lay out reasonably priced lots so that people in town might be able to move to the country. He had the 
beavers removed so that he could again have a pond to be ornamental.

The lots did not sell well as people were not interested then in moving to the country and being far away from town. 
What didn’t sell and the pond lot were given to me.  My idea was to turn the land into a nature preserve. The dam 
that my father had built became the victim again of the power of flowing water, and began to show eroding leaks, 
and had to be taken down.  In 1976 it was decided to build a new dam, professionally designed and constructed.  It 
has withstood everything Mother Nature could throw at it, and has become a wildlife haven for herons, geese, otters, 
and many other animals. The beavers also have returned.  Humans, too, enjoy the trails and views. All the land around 
the pond and along the trails to Hemlock Brook and Margaret Lindley Park is now owned by Williamstown Rural 
Lands Foundation, which welcomes all interested visitors. To access the pond you may take the trail from the end of 
Sweetbrook Road, parking at the turnaround, and following the red-blazed trail. You can also park along Woodcock 
Road and walk down Harmon Pond Road through the gate at the end.  It is a beautiful area.  You can walk a short 
distance or take a longer hike.   Happy trails.

Photo Credit:  Juliet Flynt
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We’re Still Cooking and Baking    By Alison Case

I have received more compliments on this cake than on anything else I make. My favorite nut and fruit combination 
is hazelnuts and dried cherries. It is not essential to toast the nuts first, but it does enhance the flavor wonderfully. This 
cake is so moist and fruity it can do without frosting-- in which case it’s not a bad breakfast food either! But I love it 
with the frosting.  

Here’s the recipe, adapted from one in “Vegetarian Pleasures,” by Jeanne Lemlin (New York: Knopf, 1986). 

 

 
Preheat oven to 350
 
Mix the flour, soda, spice and salt together in one bowl. Mix all the remaining ingredients in another (larger) 

bowl, and then fold in the flour mixture. Bake in a well-greased tube pan or in 2 loaf pans. I like to use a pan with a 
removable bottom or to use silipats in the base of the loaf pans, as this cake can be sticky on the bottom. Bake about 
70 minutes for the tube pan, less for the loaves-- until the center springs back when touched or a knife comes out 
clean. Cool 10 minutes and then invert onto a wire rack to cool completely before frosting. Note that the dried fruit 
will often drift somewhat to the bottom. For this reason, I like to frost and serve the cake upside down so the fruit is 
on top. You could also prevent this by soaking the dried fruit in the pineapple several hours in advance-- but I never 
remember to do this, and nobody is complaining.

 
To make the frosting, beat the butter and cream cheese together with an electric mixer, then slowly beat in the 

sugar. If the result is too stiff, add small drips of cream or milk until it is spreadable.  Add the flavoring.  I actually make 
large amounts of this frosting at a time and freeze it in useful-sized portions. It is a great all-purpose frosting, and I love 
the 1-of-each simplicity of the recipe. 

Carrot Cake
2 cups unbleached flour (you can sub up to 1/3 oat 
flour)
2 tsp baking soda
2 teaspoons cinnamon or mixed baking spice
1 tsp. salt
2 cups sugar
1 1/2 cups vegetable oil (any mild oil will do-- I have 
even used olive oil with good results)
3 eggs
1 cup crushed pineapple
1 cup raisins, craisins, or dried cherries
1 cup toasted chopped nuts-- walnuts, hazelnuts, 
almonds, or pecans
3 cups grated carrots (about 7 medium carrots)

 Cream Cheese Frosting
1 stick butter, softened
1 8 oz block cream cheese, softened
1 lb. confectioners sugar
1/2 & 1/2, milk or cream as needed to reach spreading 
consistency
generous pinch of salt
1 tsp extract-- vanilla, orange, almond, anise, or 
whatever you fancy.



Birches
    Those two tanglefoot birches

Just outside our kitchen window
Consider themselves twins
By now.

Actually one’s a Canadian,
A true paper birch
From the Laurentians,
At least six years older
Than the other.

The other’s a local Berkshire boy,
Came out of the Taconic ridge
About two years later
And made himself at home there,
Feet all tangled together.

They like each other, though,
The grizzled Canadian
And the local interloper.
In August
They fret about the leaf miners,
And in October
They shed their amber leaves together.
And when winter comes 
They preen themselves
Like two vain peacocks
Roosting above the silvery snow.

They’ve no intention now,
So far as I can tell,
Of going their separate ways.

Not any more.

Not after all those two
Have been through together.
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This is a poem written by Arnold Sungaard published in an early SWCA 
newsletter sometime before he sold his house on Hancock Road to 
Barbara Winslow in 1990.  The birches are still there.

Sungaard , born in Minnesota in 1909, worked with the Federal Theatre 
Project early in his career.   In 1938, the FTP produced, as part of the 
Living Newspaper series, his play Spirochete: A History, about the spread 
of syphilis. He had plays produced on Broadway and wrote libretti for 
close to a dozen operas and musicals by composers such as Kurt Weill. He 
also wrote non-fiction for The New Yorker and Atlantic Monthly.  He died in 
Dallas, Texas, in 2006

Waubeeka Golf Links to Open 
Mid-April

Michael Deep says “Waubeeka plans to open April 15, but if this 
weather holds up, we just may open earlier.  Our same great kitchen staff 
is back, we have take-out and pickup service, and we think our outside 
patio is the most beautiful in the Berkshires.  Don’t forget Waubeeka for 
your large gathering, be it a wedding, rehearsal dinner, jack & jill or just a 
birthday party – we can plan your entire meal for you.”

Golf professional Erik Tiele has three-day junior golf schools up to age 
13 lined up for June 22, 23 and 24, June 29, 30 and July 1 and August 10, 
11 and 12.  

There will be an adult golf school July 27, 28 and 29.

Beginning ladies are welcome to attend a five-week introductory class 
on golf every Monday night July 12 - August 9.
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PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED
Call 413-743-8208 or e-mail LCernik@nbswmd.com

with your name, address and phone number. 
If a confirmation is not received within 48 hours, please call.

Registration April 5 - 21, 2021 or until at capacity  
25-gallon limit per Household . Motor Oil limited

Please follow guidelines. Wear mask and remain in car.
Items must be stored in Trunk, rear cargo area, truck bed, etc., not on seats, Not handed to 
us. Staff will wear masks, gloves, and practice Social Distancing. District Volunteers this 

year cannot off-load materials. This will be provided by Clean Harbors staff only. 

What to bring to a Household Hazardous Waste Collection?
Pesticides, fungicides, herbicides, insect sprays, small quantities liquid mercury 
products, rodent killers, muriatic acid, used motor oil, flea powder, no-pest strips, 
chemical fertilizers, lighter fluid, swimming pool chemicals, rust proofers, wood 

preservatives, wood strippers and stains, paint thinners, oil based paint, varnish, 
aerosol cans, sealants, adhesives, fiberglass resins, drain cleaners, oven cleaners, 

floor cleaners, toilet cleaners, carpet cleaners, metal polish, moth balls, chemistry kits, 
antifreeze, old gasoline, kerosene, brake fluid, transmission fluid, engine degreaser, 

carburetor cleaner, radiator flusher, roofing tar and non-latex driveway sealer.

 ► WHAT NOT TO BRING? ◄ 
Empty containers, latex paint, pharmaceuticals, medical waste, 

fireworks, flares, propane tanks, lightbulbs, batteries
check: www.nbswmd.com under speCIaL CoLLeCtIons for a list of items that you are allowed to bring.

HOUSEHOLD  
HAZARDOUS WASTE 

COLLECTION
Sat., April 24, 2021 9am - 1pm

Adams DPW Garage  
92 North Summer St., Adams

For Residents Of 
Adams 

Cheshire 
Clarksburg 

Florida 
Hancock 
Hinsdale 

Lanesborough  
Monroe 

New Ashford 
Peru 

Savoy 
Williamstown  

Windsor

and 
Clean Harbors 
Environmental 

Services
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Snippets of News About South Williamstown
April 4  9am Easter Service in person at 
Second Congregational Church 

April 13 7pm Planning Board Meeting 
public hearing on Cannabis By-Law

April 15 7pm Zoning Board of Appeals 
testimony on proposed Oblong Rd. cell tower

April 17 11am “The History of Oblong 
Road,” a Williamstown Historical Museum 
program presented by Dustin Griffin via 
zoom.  Presentation will paint a picture of life 
in Williamstown through the lens of Oblong 
Road, going back to the 19th century. It covers 
notable houses, schools, residents, and farms 
including Field Farm and Cricket Creek.
 
April 17  9 AM - 12 PM Litter Cleanup 
Action Day - Field Park (Rain Date 4/24)

April 24 9am-1pm Household Hazard-
ous Waste Collection, Adams DPW Garage, 92 
Summer St., Adams (You must pre-register – 
see flyer in this newsletter.)

May 8 Free Paper Shredding sponsored by 
Northern Berkshire Solid Waste Management 
District at Williamstown Transfer Station from 
9am-noon

May 11   Town Election in person at William-
stown Elementary School. Mail-in ballots will 
be available upon request on or about April 23.

May 29 11am “The Several Meeting-
houses of Williamstown,” a Williamstown His-
torical Museum program presented by Patricia 
Leach via zoom

June 8    6pm Town Meeting outdoors at Wil-
liams College Farley Lamb Field

June 19 10am-3pm Strawberry Festival 
at Second Congregational Church
(featuring best strawberry shortcake ever plus 
sandwiches, pending Covid restrictions)

July 10 1pm Green River Cleanup Walk in collabora-
tion with Hoosic River Watershed Association

Claudia and Van Ellet have moved from Candlewood 
Drive to Hancock Road

Robert Behr, long-time resident of Blair Road, died of 
cardiac arrest on March 14.  He is survived by his wife, 
Carolyn.

Barbara Chadwell Hart, former resident of Oblong 
Road and widow of Henry Hart, Jr., died unexpectedly 
on March 24 at the age of 85.

The Guide to the Southlawn Cemetery is available on 
the swca website: http://southwilliamstown.org/catego-
ry/history/

Andy Hogeland has provided us with comments and 
Mass. Department of Transportation responses to 
those comments now posted on the SWCA website you 
can click on here: http://southwilliamstown.org/mass-
dot-intersection-improvements-at-route-7-and-route-
43-comment-summary/
 

Spring 2021 Litter 
Cleanup Action Day

 
Saturday, April 17, 9 am–12 pm

(Rain date: April 24)
Field Park, Williamstown
 

Please join the fourth annual spring Litter Cleanup 
Action Day! Volunteers are needed to pick up trash along 
roadways, parks, and riverbanks all across town. Check-
in at Field Park between 9 am and noon for instructions 
and a yellow trash bag. Please wear bright clothes and 
appropriate shoes and work gloves. Come for an hour or 
more. Kids are welcome! Covid protocols expected.

 
BAD WEATHER DATE: SATURDAY APRIL 24, 9am-12pm.

 
Contact: Anne O’Connor aoconnor@williamstownma.gov



South Williamstown Community Association Membership Form
Historical Preservation + Community + Neighborhood Voice 

Print and mail this form or join online at https://southwilliamstown.org/membership
 

I/We wish to join/renew our membership in SWCA for the year July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021.
 
Suggested dues are  

 $25/household $25
 Additional donation $_______  
 Total enclosed  $_______ 
Name(s)  _____________________________________________________
Address  _____________________________________________________
Phone     _____________________________________________________
Email (used only for SWCA announcements):_______________________________________________
 ___  check here if you want to receive emails about other South Williamstown  news/events
Business Name: ________________________________________________
  if your business is located in South Williamstown and you would like a link on our website

I would like to volunteer for an event or committee___________________

Mail to SWCA, PO Box 432, Williamstown, MA  01267
Email us at swca32@gmail.com. Visit our website at https://southwilliamstown.org/

Thank you!

SWCA is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.  Your dues 
and donations are tax-deductible and your cancelled 

check or email confirmation will be your receipt.

Get Involved in SWCA
Here are some ways you can do it. Would you like to: 

• Work on helping organize a community event.
• Help plan our celebrating woman suffrage project
• Write about South Williamstown history or local events for the newsletter
• Fix things at our Repair Cafés. 
• Track local land use issues or other topics of interest.
• Represent SWCA at community events like the Farmer’s Market.
• Post posters about our events around town 
• Tell your local friends and family about SWCA and point them to our website at  

https://southwilliamstown.org/
• Share news about our events with your friends or via e-mail, Facebook, etc. 

Or, maybe you have a good idea to suggest for something the South Williamstown Commu-
nity Association should be doing as a 501(c)3 organization devoted to historical preserva-
tion, building community and being a neighborhood voice. 

Email us at swca32@gmail.com. Visit our website at https://southwilliamstown.org/
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