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Well, in addition to their own raw milk, seven unique 
artisanal cheeses, grass-fed beef and whey-fed pork, 
there is Berkshire Mountain Bakery Bread and frozen 
pizzas (delivered every Thursday), European butter, 
Sidehill yogurt, SoCo ice cream, Battenkill cereal, eggs, 
flour, baking soda, honey, miso and the Sunday New York 
Times.  

 
You can certainly put together a delicious meal from 

what you can find at the Cricket Creek Farm Store.  And 
you can do it with confidence that you are supporting a 
local farm that’s Animal Welfare Approved.  Cricket Creek 
cows (you can see some of them above) chomp on farm-
raised hay when the grass is covered with snow. The 35 
dairy cows are primarily Jersey and Brown Swiss and visit 
the milking parlor at 6am and 5pm.  The store is self-
serve, open seven days a week from 7am-7pm.

 
According to Operations Manager Trixie Wessel, who’s 

been at Cricket Creek since January, Covid-19 has taken 
a heavy toll on its wholesale cheese business, with 
restaurant and school closings.  “We were able to get a 
Payroll Protection Program loan, which has helped us get 
by, and our meat sales and general farm store business 
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increased with shortages in supermarkets and greater 
interest in finding local food sources. 

Though our wholesale sales are starting to pick back 
up, they’re still just a small fraction of what they usually 
are, and missing the majority of our peak season on 
those sales has been very difficult. We’re hoping our local 
community will continue to shop at our farm store for 
their needs in the coming months.” 

 
Cricket Creek Farm, at the top of Sloan Road, was 

formerly owned by the Phelps family and was purchased 
by the Sabot family in 2002. Topher Sabot has been farm 
manager since 2009.

 
This is just a reminder that if we want to keep our local 

farmers in business, we need to support them.  And here’s 
a recipe using Cricket Creek Tobasi Cheese, a wonderful 
melter.

Tobasi, produced exclusively by Cricket Creek Farm, is 
similar to Taleggio, a semisoft, washed-rind cheese from 
northern Italy. It is characteristically aromatic yet mild 
in flavor with an unusual fruity tang. See Potato Tobasi 
Gratin recipe on page 5 of this newsletter.

What Can You Find at Cricket Creek Farm Store? 
Photo: http://cricketcreekfarm.com
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Where Are They Now and What 
Are They Doing?
For this issue, I’ve reached out to Maribeth Pomerantz and Mary Ellen 
Cangelosi, whose children grew up in South Williamstown, in Maribeth’s 
case for the third generation.
 
From Maribeth Pomerantz: 

Our daughter Mim Pomerantz, 20, attends Wesleyan University. She is 
taking this semester off and is currently in Israel with the Alexander Muss 
Frontier Israel program performing volunteer work in several locations in 
the country. At Wesleyan she is an art history major. She graduated from 
Deerfield Academy in 2018. She worked making cheese at Cricket Creek 
Farm through the Spring and Summer while home from college due to 
COVID.

Our son Adam Pomerantz, 17, attends The Taft School in Watertown, CT.  
A junior, he is a scholar of history and rows crew. He has worked on the 
grounds crew at Waubeeka Golf Course for the last two summers.
Kudos to these South Williamstown businesses who have provided employ-
ment to our kids!

 
From Mary Ellen Cangelosi:

Reading the latest SWCA newsletter made me notice the connections 
between members and The Little Red Schoolhouse. Since I taught at Little 
Red for 12 years and since my husband was president of SWCA for many 
years, it seemed fitting to share some thoughts with you.

When I think back over the 40 years living in Williamstown (yes, we are 
still in the same house) it becomes noticeable that my sons’ strong work 
ethics were developed in this community as they life guarded at Margaret 
Lindley, clerked at The Store at Five Corners, made snow at Jiminy Peak 
and baled hay at Jeff Young’s farm.  I’m sure there are a few of you out 
there who had John or Chris mowing your lawn. Fast forward 40 years 
-- John is a science teacher at Bangor (ME) High School.  He recently won 
a Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching. 
His wife Amy is a registered nurse at Maine Medical Center. They have two 
children, Anna and Ben. Chris lives with his family in Williamstown.  He is 
an engineer at Crane Currency. His wife Sarah is a graphic designer. They 
have four children, Cate, Jack, Molly and Paige.

Tony and I continue to enjoy our beautiful surroundings here in the Berk-
shires.  We enjoy walking, gardening and cooking. But mostly we are thank-
ful for the blessings of family and friends.

By Carolyn Umlauf
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Williamstown Historical Museum to Open On-Site 
Exhibit on Woman Suffrage This Fall

Stay tuned for a date.  Meanwhile, during the summer, the Museum has been offering regular on-line stories about 
local suffragists and women we need to remember.  You’ve probably been to Margaret Lindley Park.  Going north 
on Route 7, it’s a left turn just before Route 2.  It’s our local Town swimming place (although it did not open this past 
summer because of Covid-19 restrictions) as well as being the starting point for some good hiking.  I’ll bet you’ve 
wondered who was Margaret Lindley?  The piece below (part of the series) tells us.

The Museum will also be hosting lectures online this year. The first lecture will be a lecture on the Chadwell Family 
and will be presented by Dusty Griffin.

Although she was born in North Adams, Margaret Jones 
was educated in the Williamstown public schools, the 
place where she would build her career as an adult.

  
She graduated from the North Adams Normal School 

(now MCLA) and married Laurence Lindley, a self-
employed carpenter, before starting her teaching career in 
Williamstown at the Broad Brook School in 1919. She then 
taught at the Mitchell School until her retirement in 1960, 
serving two years as principal.

At the time of her retirement she was voted “Teacher of 
the Year” by the Grant-Mitchell PTA at a dinner celebrating 
her 41 year career, held at the 1896 House. John Bennett 
Perry (WHS class of 1959, son of Alton L. Perry and father 
of “Friends” star Matthew Perry) led a chorus of “Peg of My 
Heart” and sang two solos.

Even in retirement Margaret Lindley couldn’t stay out 
of the classroom, serving as a substitute teacher at Mt. 
Greylock Regional High School. She was a member of 
the Sigma Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma, an honorary 
teachers sorority, and a member of the Mountain Chapter 
of the Order of the Eastern Star. St. John’s Episcopal Church 
was packed for her memorial service in 1966 with teachers and retired teachers from the Williamstown Elementary 
School and Mt. Greylock, the Selectmen and Town Manager, businessmen, and friends in attendance.

The following year the town purchased 13.5 acres at the southern junction of Routes 7 & 2 from Michael Nicholas, 
owner of the Taconic Park Restaurant for use as a “municipal swimming pool and picnic area” to be known as 
Margaret Lindley Park.

Margaret Lindley
1900-1966 By Gail M. Burns
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Good News from 
Waubeeka Golf Links  
 Owner Mike Deep says “I am happy to report to my 
neighbors that Waubeeka has never been as excited and 
as optimistic about the future as we are today.  There 
has been a record number of visitors and new faces at 
Waubeeka this year and they are young!  In the past 
seven years, our business has changed from an aging 
male demographic to a family club, where women and 
youngsters are always welcomed. Teaching has become 
a large part of our day, whether it be beginning lady 
classes, junior clinics, golf camps, or our various and 
inclusive tournaments. Maybe the attraction has been 
our Tavern on 7 and the delicious comfort food we offer 
or maybe the lure is the beauty  -- the conditions and the 
grooming of perhaps the most beautiful golf course in 
the entire state, right here in our own back yard!”

Green River 
Cleanup Walk on July 11 

Collected 19 Bags of Trash

There was a good turnout on a hot day when we 
were grateful for the cool waters of the Green River. 

Thanks to all the volunteers from SWCA and the 
Hoosic River Watershed Association and to 

Pam Burger who brought watermelon 
and lemonade for the workers.

In July we were happy to welcome a resident of 
Sweetwood as one of our newest members.  She is 
Dorothy Reinke and we asked her to write something 
about her life here.

“I was born in Williamstown over 100 years ago (1919) 
and except for going away to college and working in 
New York for a few years, I have lived here ever since.  
I returned to marry and raise my family here – in this 
small college town with four changing seasons nestled 
among the Berkshire Mountains. 

The benefits of living in this college community have 
included a wealth of concerts, lectures and athletic 
activities, which are open to the public.

 

My own children now live elsewhere with their 
growing families.  Fourteen years ago my husband and I 
moved to Sweetwood.  It was the right move for us and 
through the years we have gradually needed more care  
-- especially so now with the corona virus requiring us 
to sequester ourselves. 

Besides caring for us, Sweetwood provides 
appropriate activities and entertainment in happy 
surroundings. I am indeed blessed!”

- Dorothy Wilson Reinke

One of Our Newest SWCA 
Members is 100 Years Old



SWCA Supported 
Tutoring Continues

by Cindy Sheehy

 When schools closed in March due to the Covid 19 
pandemic, teachers and students had to quickly adapt to a 
new way of teaching and learning.  In person learning was 
replaced with various platforms to meet student needs. As 
a reading specialist, working with children in kindergarten 
through sixth grade, I focused on building foundational 
reading skills that address the five components of reading 
instruction:  phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, 
vocabulary and comprehension in a remote setting. I taught 
live lessons on Zoom each day to ensure my students were 
still receiving systematic, explicit, direct reading instruction.  
While teaching reading in a remote setting is certainly not 
ideal, I was amazed at the students’ progress. Students were 
engaged and actively participating despite the challenges of 
learning in a remote setting. It was truly remarkable!

  
Because of the generosity of the South Williamstown 

Community Association (SWCA), three elementary students 
received an opportunity to continue their targeted reading 
instruction throughout the summer.  While this summer 
looked much different as far as instructional delivery, 
students were already familiar with participating in live 
lessons on Zoom. I was able to continue to use the research 
based, multisensory program that I employ during the 
school year to work one on one with each of these students 
throughout the summer, two to three times a week.

 
As a result of their participation in this SWCA funded 

program, the students made tremendous gains in their 
reading skills. One fifth grade student was able to improve 
reading accuracy from 92% to 99% by the end of the 
summer. A third grade student went from reading 62 words 
per minute to 85 words per minute with 98% accuracy. Lastly, 
a kindergarten student mastered reading and writing all 26 
letters and their corresponding sounds. Without doubt, the 
improvement that each of these children made was made 
possible by their participation in the reading intervention 
program this summer. While I would have loved to work with 
students in person, the current pandemic forced me to be 
creative in delivering the best instruction possible in a virtual 
setting. The students readily adapted and were dedicated 
to improving their reading skills. I am truly grateful for the 
opportunity to continue working with these students over 
the summer!

4 pounds red potatoes, sliced thinly in circles
2 cups Cricket Creek Farm Tobasi Cheese, diced
2 cups milk
2 tablespoons butter
1 teaspoon nutmeg (optional)
½ teaspoon salt (to taste)
¼ teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
Olive oil

Scrub and thinly slice the potatoes. Set 
them aside in a bath of cold water.

Preheat oven to 375° F. Cut the Tobasi into 
small cubes and set aside.

Combine the milk and butter in a medium 
saucepan with a heavy bottom. Slowly heat 
over a medium low flame, stirring frequently, 
until the butter melts. Be careful not to scald 
the milk by allowing it to boil.  Add the Tobasi 
cubes to the sauce about ½ cup at a time, 
stirring frequently, until all the cheese has 
melted. Add nutmeg, salt and pepper. Taste 
for seasoning and adjust as needed. If the 
cheese sauce seizes up, just reduce the heat 
and add a little more milk while stirring.

Drizzle a little olive oil on the bottom of 
a 9- by 12-inch casserole dish.  Arrange the 
thinly sliced potatoes in 1 layer, overlapping 
the edges like shingles. Pour a small amount 
of the cheese sauce over the first potato layer 
and repeat until you’ve made as many layers 
as possible and still have about a scant cup of 
sauce to drizzle over the top.

Cover the dish with foil and bake for 30 
minutes, until bubbling.

Remove foil and bake for another 15–20 
minutes, until the top is bubbly and browned.

POTATO 
TOBASI GRATIN
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South Williamstown Community Association Membership Form
Historical Preservation + Community + Neighborhood Voice 

Print and mail this form or join online at https://southwilliamstown.org/membership
 

I/We wish to join/renew our membership in SWCA for the year July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021.
 
Suggested dues are  

 $25/household $25
 Additional donation $_______  
 Total enclosed  $_______ 
Name(s)  _____________________________________________________
Address  _____________________________________________________
Phone     _____________________________________________________
Email (used only for SWCA announcements):_______________________________________________
 ___  check here if you want to receive emails about other South Williamstown  news/events
Business Name: ________________________________________________
  if your business is located in South Williamstown and you would like a link on our website

I would like to volunteer for an event or committee___________________

Mail to SWCA, PO Box 432, Williamstown, MA  01267
Email us at swca32@gmail.com. Visit our website at https://southwilliamstown.org/

Thank you!

SWCA is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.  Your dues 
and donations are tax-deductible and your cancelled 

check or email confirmation will be your receipt.

Get Involved in SWCA
Here are some ways you can do it. Would you like to: 

• Work on helping organize a community event.
• Help plan our celebrating woman suffrage project
• Write about South Williamstown history or local events for the newsletter
• Fix things at our Repair Cafés. 
• Track local land use issues or other topics of interest.
• Represent SWCA at community events like the Farmer’s Market.
• Post posters about our events around town 
• Tell your local friends and family about SWCA and point them to our website at  

https://southwilliamstown.org/
• Share news about our events with your friends or via e-mail, Facebook, etc. 

Or, maybe you have a good idea to suggest for something the South Williamstown Commu-
nity Association should be doing as a 501(c)3 organization devoted to historical preserva-
tion, building community and being a neighborhood voice. 

Email us at swca32@gmail.com. Visit our website at https://southwilliamstown.org/
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Snippets of News About South Williamstown and Dates to Note:
The Dolan Barn disassembly project has begun on 
Green River Road.  The 19th century barn belonging 
to Carole and Peter Dolan which had been in 
Carole’s Jenkses family for many generations, will be 
reconstructed by experienced timber framer David 
Babcock on the grounds of the old South Center 
School, now the home of the Williamstown Historical 
Museum.

Regina Rouse, long-time resident of Harmon Pond 
Road, reports that she is doing well in her new 
apartment near Seattle.  “It has 1,300 square feet, and my 
residential complex has not had a single case of Covid.  I 
have a nifty new reading machine which will even read 
out loud if I push a button.  My son is teaching me new 
things to do on my Mac and I can’t tell you how much I 
enjoyed a long-awaited trip to the hardware store.  My 
telephone number is the same (413) 458-5293, email 
rmjrouse@gmail.com, and address is:  1684 152 Ave., 
N.E., Apt. 305, Bellevue, WA 98007.”

Norman Burdick reports that wife Betsy is now a 
resident of Williamstown Commons since the closing 
of Sweetbrook.

Dr. Harry D. Wilson, Jr., a 57-year resident of 
Williamstown, died August 9 of congestive heart 
failure at the age of 90.

Alice Bratcher died on August 11 at her home of 74 
years on Cold Spring Road.

If you get a yen for a sweet treat, A-Frame Bakery is 
open without pre-ordering Thursdays and Fridays from 
8am-4pm and Saturdays and Sundays from 8:30am-4pm.

From Jen Mygatt:  
Annabelle Jane Sabot joined our family 9/10/20 at 3:04 
am, weighing 8 pounds 1 ounce and measuring 19 inches 
long. She has a full head of dark hair and very long toes. 
Her big brothers Charlie and Jasper still call her Toothless 
(from “How To Train Your Dragon”), her name in utero, 
and we have a feeling the name may stick for a while.  

Since launching on July 29, thanks largely to the efforts of 
SWCA Board member Matt Baya, Williamstown’s Front 
Porch Forum has helped neighbors with everything from 
seeking recommendations for tradespeople and what to 
do about jumping earthworms to providing a platform 
for community discussion. 

It helped spread the word about Williamstown Garden 
Club’s successful houseplant sale on September 19.  

Williamstown’s Front Porch Forum (the first in Massa-
chusetts) has 343 members as of September 25 and has 
had 442 posts so far.  

It’s free and you can sign up to join at 

How Dry is Dry Asks the Hoosic 
River Watershed Association?

Although the water in the Hoosic and its 
tributaries (including the Green River) is 
not as low as it was in June and early July, 
due to recent showers, conditions are still 
difficult for fish. HooRWA recommends 

not fishing at this time. 
https://frontporchforum.com/


