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Saturday, May 16th is Opening 
Day for the Williamstown Farmers 
Market

 Again this year, the market will 
operate in the Spring Street parking 
lot, Saturdays 9am - 1pm, May to 
October. Find fruits and veggies, 

berries, meats, eggs, baked goods, maple syrup, artisan crafts, and cooked-
to-order breakfast and lunch options. Live music weekly!
ALL LOCAL VENDORS!

Market Manager Anne Hogeland reports that 2020 will see a growth in 
the offerings of the market, with an emphasis on fresh, locally grown and 
prepared foods. 

Go to http://williamstownfarmersmarket.org for updates as Opening 
Day approaches and to sign up for the weekly e-newsletter. If you have any 
questions, please contact Anne at (413) 441-4811. 

Save the Date
May 23 Kids 

Fishing Derby at 
Wendling Farm

 
Averill Cook who has been organiz-
ing the Fred Windover Memorial 
Fishing Derby at Wendling Farm, 
753 Oblong Road, for many years 
now says, “So far the otters having 
not reduced our fish population, 
we are in great shape for a fun day 
rain or shine.  The next one is set for 
Saturday, May 23 from 9am to 1pm.  
Bring fishing rods if you have them, 
but there are always some to spare.”

Public Transportation 
Update 
The “Enhanced Travel” option 
referenced in our January SWCA 
newsletter is no longer available 
according to Brian O’Grady, Harper 
Center director.  It was financed by a 
special grant.  It may be restored in the 
future.  There are other issues related 
to possible virus transmission that may 
affect transportation in the van run out 
of Williamstown’s Harper Center, so the 
situation is fluid right now.  Call (413) 
458-8250 for up-to-date information.

Repair Café at Sheep Hill 
Postponed Because of Covid-19

You’re going to have to save 
up your “fixables.”   We’re not sure 
yet when Repair Café can be re-
scheduled.  
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Where Are They Now?     By Carolyn Umlauf
 

Here’s our latest update on children who grew up in South Williamstown.

 This is from Pam Burger of Oblong Road, who tells us about her two 
daughters.

Samantha, or Sam, as she’s known to most, has stayed with her childhood 
passion for horses. She is employed by Grazing Fields Farm located in Wareham, 
MA. Her work includes teaching riding to kids and adults, and working with 
horses to improve their competitive performance in horse shows. She also buys, 
sells, and leases the animals. Sam is married and is the proud owner of a five 
year old English Bulldog.

Mandy, or as she is now called, Amanda, is a teacher in an elementary school 
(K-8) in the Northeast Kingdom of VT (the northern and most eastern corner of 
the state). She and her husband, Doug, have two boys, ages 14 and 16. They all 
enjoy mountain biking, skiing, and soccer as well as the special beauty of this 
part of VT. It’s good to have them in New England.

This is from Mary Ellen Cangelosi from the far end of Hancock Road:   
Reading the latest SWCA newsletter made me notice the connection with 
members and the Little Red Schoolhouse.  Since I taught at the nursery school 
for 12 years and since my husband Tony was president of the SWCA for many 
years, it seemed fitting to share some memories with you.  When I think back 
over the years I can’t help but think our sons’ good work ethics were developed 
in this community as they life-guarded at Margaret Lindley, clerked at the Store 
at Five Corners, made snow at Jimmy Peak and baled hay at Jeff Young’s farm.  
I’m sure there are a few of you out there who had John and Chris mowing your 
lawn.  Well fast forward 40 years.  John is a science teacher at Bangor (ME) High 
School.  His wife Amy is a registered nurse at the Maine Medical Center.  They 
have two children, Anna and Ben.  Chris and his family live in Williamstown.  
Chris is an engineer at Crane Currency.  His wife Sarah is a graphic artist.  They 
have four children, Cate, Jack, Molly and Paige.

Tony and I continue to enjoy our beautiful surroundings here in the 
Berkshires.  We enjoy walking, gardening and cooking but mostly we are 
thankful for the blessings of family and friends.

“Where Are They Now?” will be a regular feature in the SWCA newsletter. 
If you have information you’d like to share, please get in touch with Carolyn 
at carolyn@harschrealestate.com.

What if I have a health question and I can’t 
reach my doctor? 
Let’s say you aren’t feeling well or your baby has a fever or you just want to learn 
more about a recent diagnosis.  Call the Berkshire Nurse Advice Line at 1-888-406-
8773.  It’s free and available Monday through Friday from 10am-6pm.  Set up by 
Berkshire Health Systems, the advice line is staffed with registered nurses to help 
you decide whether you need to go to the emergency room or urgent care, to 
assist you in finding additional health information, connect you with other clinical 
or social service agencies or assist you in making an appointment with your 
primary care provider.  It also offers language interpreter services by telephone.
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 The Williamstown  
Historical Museum

 Is Closed 
But Will Begin Extended Hours as Soon As It Is Safe to Do so

When it is possible to re-open to the public, the 
Williamstown Historical Museum will be open Wednesday-
Friday from 10am-2pm and Saturday and Sunday from 
12pm-4pm.  Executive Director Sarah Currie says “We 
are seeking  volunteers to cover our extended spring 
and summer hours.  We would especially love assistance 
on Saturdays from 12 - 2 and from 2 – 4 and occasional 
volunteers are welcome.” 

The image above is from Dusty Griffin’s recent WHM-
sponsored talk on “The 13 Galusha Farms” available 
on Willinet at https://www.willinet.org/shows/
search/13+Galusha%20Farms/

Waubeeka Golf Links to Open 
Mid-April for Seventh Season 

 
Waubeeka owner Michael Deep is happy to report:  “We plan 
to open mid-April for my seventh season.  

“Instead of trying to build a $60 million destination 
resort at Waubeeka, I am currently working on starting a 
Phase 1 clubhouse-only project.  I think we are a fantastic 
venue for banquets, especially with Chef Richard Wilson 
returning for his third season.  We desperately need a 
functional new clubhouse, one that is easy to heat in the 
winter and air condition in the summer.   It will open up all 
sorts of possibilities: weddings, outings and large banquet 
opportunities. We all hope to continue the legacy of Roland 
Armacost, whose vision for South Williamstown was ahead of 
his time.

 

“I am happy with the support given Waubeeka by our 
neighbors who frequent us for golf, drinks, lunch or dinner.  
Thank you all.”

Springfield’s NBC Station to 
Return to Spectrum’s Lineup
(quoted from Clarence Fanto/Jenn Smith article in The 
Berkshire Eagle)

Frustrated Berkshire County cable viewers have 
a reason to cheer.  The local news and public affairs 
programming on WWLP, Channel 22, Springfield 
— dumped from the lineup by Charter/Spectrum 
Communications in April 2017 — will be restored by 
May 2020, at no additional charge. 

The announcement came from Sen. Edward Markey, 
D-Mass., who has been campaigning ever since to get 
regional and state news programming back on cable 
for county viewers who have complained that they get 
plenty of New York state news from multiple network 
affiliates based in Albany, N.Y., but hardly any from 
Massachusetts.

 
   Markey successfully brokered a private agreement 
between Charter Communications, branded as 
Spectrum cable, and Nexstar Media Group, which owns 
the long-established Springfield channel considered 
the local TV news leader in Western Massachusetts. 

The agreement only covers in-state local news from 
WWLP, an NBC affiliate. Berkshire County viewers 
will continue to see network programs, syndicated 
entertainment shows and sports programming 
from WNYT, Channel 13, Albany. Under Federal 
Communications Commission rules, the county is 
considered part of the Albany market, and local 
stations there are the exclusive providers of network 
news and entertainment.

 
    Spectrum subscribers can see live WWLP news 
programming as it airs during the early morning, 
midday, early evening and late evening. In between the 
live programs, the station will replay the most recent 
newscast, making WWLP a 24-hour provider of state 
and regional news. 

The Albany stations will continue to be televised 
in their current dial positions. The assignment of a 
channel number for the WWLP news programming will 
be announced later.

See full article at the Berkshire Eagle here: https://
www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/deal-to-return-
springfield-nbc-station-to-spectrum-lineup-in-
berkshires,598541ad
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What Possessed Us? - Part II
 By Elizabeth Smith

Fifty years ago, twenty million Americans participated 
in hundreds of Earth Day rallies and consciousness-
raising “teach-ins” all over the country to raise 
environmental awareness and to recognize the need 
to turn ourselves around and live in common purpose 
within the capacity of our planet.

Our “turning around” physically materialized 
on a small homestead of 34 acres, sold off from a 
depleted 210-acre farm.  In ten years, Caretaker Farm 
would become one of the earliest organic farms in 
Massachusetts and one of the first six farms in the 
country to adopt the Community Supported Agriculture 
(CSA) model of farming. 

By the mid-80’s, our farm stand was selling NOFA*  
certified organic vegetables, herbs, melons, raspberries 
and strawberries, fresh eggs, honey from our bees and 
fresh bread from our bakery.  Visitors were invited to 
pick their own flowers, to visit the pigs – anything to 
encourage them to experience the beauty of the farm.  
We were also making deliveries of fresh vegetables to 
local restaurants, small grocery stores, food coops and 
colleges.  All of this was accomplished with apprentices 
who lived and worked side by side with us from 
April through November in exchange for a hands-on 
education, room, board and a small stipend.  

After sixteen years of operating in this manner, with 
much consideration, we made the decision to close the 
farm-stand and retail accounts at the end of the season.  
Attached to this announcement was an invitation 
to come to a “revival” in the barn to learn about 
Community Supported Agriculture and to participate in 
the evolution of Caretaker Farm.  At that epic meeting, 
a core group of loyal farm-stand patrons volunteered 
to work with us to draft a CSA proposal to present to 
the community at the Grange Hall.  The proposal was 
enthusiastically received with almost one hundred 
families pledging immediate support for the inaugural 
1991 CSA season.  

In the ensuing decade, Caretaker became a thriving 
CSA and a cherished community institution. This, in 
turn, led to an increased concern for the future of the 
farm beyond our lifetime.  We were aware that if the 

preservation of the farm as an ecologically sustainable, 
permanently affordable working farm was to happen, it 
had to be a value that was shared by everyone.  

After six years of work with Equity Trust, Inc.  and 
Williamstown Rural Lands Foundation, we resolved the 
many legal and financial challenges to preserving the 
farm in perpetuity. Ultimately, the dream was realized 
in partnership with the State of Massachusetts, which 
purchased the development rights (APR) ; the Town of 
Williamstown, which contributed through the Community 
Preservation Act (CPA); the Williamstown Rural Lands 
Foundation, which purchased the land; the new farmers, 
who purchased the farmhouse and buildings; and many 
dedicated community members who contributed to the 
“Campaign for Caretaker Farm.”  

On March 17, 2006, the farm transitioned into the 
Caretaker Farm Community Land Trust to be held as an 
ecologically sustainable, permanently affordable working 
farm in perpetuity. Sam and I stepped aside and with 
lasting gratitude, turned over the farm to our chosen 
successors, Don Zasada and Bridget Spann. 

So what is the rest of the story? Don, Bridget, Gabriela 
and Micah live in the farmhouse and we moved across 
the driveway into the original herdsman’s cottage.  To 
our delight, there are other farmers in our family: our 
oldest daughter Barclay and her husband Tony founded 
Indian Ridge Farm and Bakery in Norwood, CO; our 
daughter Annie and her husband Jim started Red Shirt 
Farm in Lanesborough; and our son Sam and his family 
are members of Caretaker and produce a fair amount of 
maple syrup. 

We feel blessed everyday to be living in the midst of 
our beloved farm, forever grateful to have shared the 
experience of farming with so many people.   

Visit http://www.caretakerfarm.org for history, 
apprenticeships, community land trusts, the CSA program 
and photographs.  Shares are now available for this 
season!  
_____________________________________

  NOFA – Northeast Organic Farmers Association 
2 Increased over the years to 275 summer shares and 

100 winter shares, and the Berkshire Food Project  
3  Equity Trust, Inc. “Promoting equity in the world by 

changing the way people think about and hold property”, 
Chuck Matthai, Founder

4  Agricultural Preservation Restriction
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Community Supported Agriculture consists of a 
community of individuals who pledge support to a farm 
operation so that the farmland becomes, either legally or 
spiritually, the community’s farm, with the growers and 
consumers providing mutual support and sharing the risks 
and benefits of food production.

Caretaker Farm Community Land Trust - The house and 
farm buildings are owned by the farmers, who lease the 
land from the WRLF over a 99-year lease term. 

“The Williamstown Rural Lands Foundation needs 
to preserve farms.  A key to preserving farms is to 
make the land and the infrastructure affordable 
to farmers.  The Caretaker Farm project gives the 
WRLF the opportunity to move beyond farmland 

preservation to farm preservation. This is an 
important distinction and critical to the survival of 

small family farms.”   
 

Leslie Reed Evans, Executive Director, Emeritus, 
Williamstown Rural Lands Foundation 

Vegetable-Bean Casserole 
 “Diet for a Small Planet” 

by Frances Moore Lappe 1985 

Very simple and absolutely delicious! 
Serve with hot cornbread and a big green salad

2 Cups cooked snapped green beans 
2 Cups kidney beans* plus some liquid 
2 Cups fresh sliced tomatoes or canned tomatoes, 

including the liquid.
2 Cups grated cheddar cheese

Grease a casserole and layer in thirds the kidney 
beans, green beans, tomatoes and cheddar cheese, 
ending with the cheese.   Bake 350 degrees for I hour

*Soak the kidney beans overnight – cook with 
a clove of garlic, bay leaf,  a sprig of oregano (1 
tsp. dried), and lots of black pepper or use canned 
instead.  I cook all of my dried beans this way which 
gives them a wonderful flavor.  

 Sam, Elizabeth, Don, Bridget, Gabriela and Micah in 2006
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South Williamstown Community Association Membership Form
Historical Preservation + Community + Neighborhood Voice 

Print and mail this form or join online at https://southwilliamstown.org/membership
 

I/We wish to join/renew our membership in SWCA for the year July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020.
 
Suggested dues are  

 $25/household $25
 Additional donation $_______  
 Total enclosed  $_______ 
Name(s)  _____________________________________________________
Address  _____________________________________________________
Phone     _____________________________________________________
Email (used only for SWCA announcements):_______________________________________________
 ______ check here if you want to receive emails about other South Williamstown  news/events
Business  ________________________________________________
  if your business is located in South Williamstownand you would like a link on our website

I would like to volunteer for an event or committee___________________

Mail to SWCA, PO Box 432, Williamstown, MA  01267
Email us at swca32@gmail.com. Visit our website at https://southwilliamstown.org/

Thank you!

SWCA is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.  Your dues 
and donations are tax-deductible and your cancelled 

check or email confirmation will be your receipt.

Get Involved in SWCA
Here are some ways you can do it. Would you like to: 

• Work on helping organize a community event.
• Research the history of local women’s suffrage activities in preparation for our joint project with the 

Williamstown Historical Museum and the League of Women Voters to celebrate the centennial of 
women’s getting the vote

• Write about South Williamstown history or local events for the newsletter
• Fix things at our Repair Cafés. 
• Track local land use issues or other topics of interest.
• Represent SWCA at community events like the Farmer’s Market.
• Post posters about our events around town 
• Tell your local friends and family about SWCA and point them to our website at  

https://southwilliamstown.org/
• Share news about our events with your friends or via e-mail, Facebook, etc. 

Or, maybe you have a good idea to suggest for something the South Williamstown Commu-
nity Association should be doing as a 501(c)3 organization devoted to historical preserva-
tion, building community and being a neighborhood voice. 

Email us at swca32@gmail.com. Visit our website at https://southwilliamstown.org/
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Snippets of News About South Williamstown and Dates to Note:
April 25 10am-2pm Last South Williamstown Indoor Winter Farmers Market at the  

  Second Congregational Church, 81 Hancock Road

May 12 Town Election at Williamstown Elementary School
(Up for election are the following positions: two members of Select Board; one 
member of Planning Board; two Library Trustees; three members of the Housing 
Authority.)

May 19 7pm Town Meeting at Williamstown Elementary School

May 23 Kids Fishing Derby at Wendling Farm on Oblong Road

June 14 3pm Williamstown Historical Museum’s Celebrating Suffrage Exhibit opens

June 20 Strawberry Festival from 10 am to 3 pm at Second Congregational Church
  (featuring best strawberry shortcake ever plus sandwiches)

July 11 1pm Green River Cleanup Walk in collaboration with Hoosic River Watershed Association

o Long-time Harmon Pond Road resident Regina Rouse has moved to Bellevue, Washington.  
Regina’s preservation campaign for the historic headstones of Southlawn Cemetery left us a lasting 
legacy.  Her new address is:  1648 152nd Avenue, N.E., #305, Bellevue, WA 98007, and she’s keeping 
her telephone number (413) 458-5293.  Her house was purchased by Robert Wiesenberger, 
who moved to Williamstown in 2018 to become the The Clark Art Institute’s Associate Curator of 
Contemporary Projects.

o Cracked Phone Screen? - Carolyn Umlauf reports that there is new contact information for 
Bob Hillard, the mobile device screen repair specialist she recommended in January newsletter.  It is 
Bobbocom Tech Services, Bob Hillard, Jr. (413) 446-9662 or rhill888@hotmail.com.

o Dumpster Day including freecycling is still in the works.  We expect to provide free pickup for 
large items as well as a space for “Take what you want, leave what you don’t.”  Stay tuned.

o John Hamilton Foehl of Oblong Road died on December 28, 2019 at the age of 78.

o Celine Lielle, who had been parsonage tenant at the Second Congregational Church for two 
years, died on February 17.  She and her wonderful potato pancakes at the fall community breakfast 
will be greatly missed.

March 24 South Williamstown Blood Drive A Success 
Christine Amuso of Berkshire Health Systems reports that 23 usable blood products were collected at the 

Bloodmobile parked at Williamstown Historical Museum on March 24, and nine people who were part of the overflow 
on that occasion are signed up to give blood at Williamstown Town Hall on April 9.  Special thanks are due to Sarah 
Currie, Executive Director of WHM, who kept the building open that day as well as to Bridget Spann of Caretaker Farm 
who did a great job of organizing and publicizing.

The next Blood Drive is on 
April 9th at the  

Williamstown Town Hall.
Contact 413-447-2597 or 
e-mail camuso@bhs1.org 


